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Breakdown of the Course 

Component 1:  

Portfolio 

A portfolio which shows 

you have covered all the 

assessment objective. 

• No time limit 

• 96 Marks 

• 60% of GCSE 

Set and marked by school 

and moderated by AQA. 

Component 2:  

Externally Set Assignment 

Students respond to their chosen 

starting point, evidencing all the as-

sessment objectives. 

• Preparatory period followed 
by 10 hours of supervised time 

• 96 Marks 

• 40% of GCSE 

Externally set, internally assessed 

and moderated by AQA 

 



Portfolio 

The portfolio must include both: 

•  A sustained project  

• A selection of further work  

This could be...   

   trials and experiments  

   skills-based workshops 

   mini and/or foundation projects 

   responses to gallery, museum visits 

   work placements 

   independent study  

You must provide evidence of DRAWING ACTIVITY 
and WRITTEN ANNOTATIONS 

Externally Set Task 
 The externally set task will be given to you in January. 

You will have  a limited amount of weeks to produce 
preparatory studies where you will demonstrate your 
knowledge and skills and cover the four assessment 
objectives. 

You will have 10 supervised hours to complete a final 
outcome in response to your chosen starting point. 

You must provide evidence of DRAWING ACTIVITY and 
WRITTEN ANNOTATIONS 

You must not undertake any further preparatory stud-
ies once the first period of supervised time starts. 



What to I get marked on? 

Develop ideas through investiga-
tions, demonstrating critical  

understanding of sources. 

AO1 

AO4 

Refine work by exploring ideas,  

selecting and experimenting  

with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 

AO2 

AO3 Record ideas, observations and  

insights relevant to intentions  

as work progresses. 

Present a personal and meaningful 
response that realises intentions 

and demonstrates understanding 
of visual language. 





You need to take your project on a journey. You 
will need to research an artist or culture or a 
piece of artwork. You will need to show you un-
derstand all about it. You will need to be able to 
comment about your own work and artists’ 
work. You may show your understanding in 
many ways including… 

• Research on artist, art movement or culture 

• Making a pastiche of artists’ work. 

• Deconstructing artwork  

Develop your 
ideas. 

Investigate a 
project. 
Understand the 
background 
and culture sur-
rounding the 
artwork you 
study. 

 

 
Try different 
ideas, tech-
niques and ma-
terials, trying to 
make your 
work better 
each time.  

Pencil 

Pen 

Paint 

Chalk 

Pastels 

Collage 

Textiles 

Relief 

Clay 

Wire 

Mod roc 

Photography 

Photoshop work 

Scraperboard 

Plaster of Paris 

Lino-printing 

To get high marks you need to experiment. Try 
different ideas, materials and techniques. See 
if you can make your work better each time but 
keep all you experiments including what you 
think maybe ‘failures’ (stuff that goes wrong). 

 

Recording your 
ideas and mak-
ing sure they 
connect with 
your project  

Photographs 

Drawing from observation 

Writing about ideas 

Drawing from imagination 

Collecting 

Collage 

Filming 

Mind –maps 

You need to think about how you record your 
ideas. This can be done in many ways. A good 
starting point would be taking photos or making 
an observational drawing (when your subject is 
directly in front of you) Here are a few exam-
ples of how to record your ideas….  

Make a person-
al response en-
suring it con-
nects with and 
shows you un-
derstand an 
artist, culture or 
project.  

 

A final outcome can be anything but it must be 

personal, connect to your preparatory studies 

and your artist. It should take a substantial 

amount of time to make/produce. It could be a 

2D or 3D outcome. It might be mixed media or 

made with one selected material. 

AOS 
STUDENT 

SPEAK EXAMPLES 
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Why? In art you will  always need to 

explain your work to others and show 

that you understand what you are do-

ing and why? You will show CONTEX-

TUAL understanding and explain why 

you made certain decisions. You should 

be able to judge whether your work is 

successful or not. 

Getting Started A few things to remember…. 

• Always write in full sentences 

• Use capital letters for names, place and dates 

• Try to use the keywords but make sure they are use appropriately 

Think about the following sentences and use them as prompts to start you off…. 

What is the work about? (What is the title, unit or question?) 

Who is/are the main artist/s you have been looking at? What is the name and date of the work? 

How have you developed your work (enlarged, simplified, repeated it?) 

What types of media (materials) have your used? Were they successful? Suitable for the task?  

Are you happy with each piece of work you have done? Why?) 

How does your own work connect or relate to the artist? 

Where did you get your ideas from? 

How did you arrive at the decision for what you did for your final outcome? 

What might you do differently if you would do it all again? 

Writing Evaluations and Annotations 

When? Annotations can be made as 

you produce work or you can recall 

what you did later on in your work. 

Evaluations tend to come at the end of a 

piece or series of works. 

Where? Annotations can be 

made in sketchbooks, on the work you 

are making, on separate paper or onto 

the boards after the work is mounted. 

You could also think about filming 

yourself talking about your work or 

recording your voice. 

How? You could use prompt sheets 

and answer the questions to help you 

get you started. You can use websites to 

help you with specific information you 

need. You must remember to reference 

any artwork you copy or use in your 

work with titles and dates. 



Keywords and Glossary 

Think about trying to include some subject specific vocabulary. If you don't know 

what the words mean, look them up! 

Pastiche Media Resources 

Prefer Observation Texture 

Colour Three-Dimensional Ideas 

Connect Experiment Modify 

Review Difficult Inspired 

Successful Develop Repeat 

Enlarge Rotate Pattern 

Tone Shape Artist 

Amend Section Context 

Sculpture Smooth Simplify 

Media: Different materials for making art 

Pastiche: An imitation of an Artist’s work 

Experiment: Try new things 

Review: Assess the work you have done  

Develop: Improve your work, taking an idea further 

Enlarge: Make bigger 

Amend: Change something 

Relief: A raised piece of work from a flat plane 

Modify: The change for the better 

Observation: The act of looking/watching 











Word Bank 

ANNOTATE To make notes about  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Use the table below to record new art specific vocabulary. On the left 
write the word in BLOCK CAPITALS and write a definition on the right. 

The first one is done for you… 
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