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3 February 2022 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Re: Important update regarding Covid and remote learning 

As you will be aware from recent correspondence, it continues to be very challenging for us with the 

rising number of Covid cases.  As I have said before in my communication, our absolute priority has 

been to try and remain open to all students and to keep your children in school as we know school is 

the place where young people are educated most productively.   

However, owing to further and significant staff absences during the week I had to make the decision 

to send Year 10 students home at the earlier time of 1.30pm today (Thursday) and Year 10 have a 

further day of remote learning on Friday 4th February.   This is in addition to Year 8 being out on 

Thursday and Year 9 on Friday as previously communicated. 

Given the continued high number of staff absences I have looked ahead to next week and need to 

advise you that Year 9 students will have remote learning on Monday 7th February.  They return to 

school on Tuesday 8th February. 

Year 7 students will also need to move to remote learning on Tuesday 8th February.  They can attend 

on Monday 7th February and then from Wednesday for the rest of the week.  If staffing improves at 

the start of next week, I may be able to cancel this remote learning for Year 7 students and bring 

them back in on that day.  You will receive a text/email communication if this is the case. 

Year 11 

Year 11 students should continue to attend as normal each day as we are working with them to 

prepare them for their next round of PPEs and their Summer examinations.  Their extended day to 

3.45pm will be back in place from next week.   

It is with great regret that I am having to continue to do this.  Our plans to keep students in school 

have included using more supply teachers to cover absent staff but we are unable to get any more 

supply teachers and have seen a significant increase in staff absences to contend with.  As always, I 

am very reluctant to implement this process but please be assured I have used it as an absolute last 

resort.  I know this is not ideal for you as parents and carers but I hope you can understand the 

situation we find ourselves in.    

Testing  

Given the rise in cases, I have asked staff to test daily with their LFT kits and I am advising that all 

students do the same.  We have ordered more kits and these are available from their tutor.  This will 

enable us to identify, in particular students who may be infected but not symptomatic.  
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Masks/Face Coverings 

Staff continue to wear masks in communal areas.  Although the Government have no longer made 

them mandatory, I am also requesting that all students continue to wear masks in busy and 

communal areas (unless exempt) until we see the number of cases reduce.  Please ensure students 

bring a mask to schools and that you communicate this expectation to them.   

Thank you for your support with these matters.  I will continue to review the situation and keep you 

updated. I truly hope this ‘wave’ of rising number of infections will soon decrease and enable us to 

be fully open to all students in every year group. 

Yours faithfully 

 
Mrs J Amos  
Principal 
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