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12 January 2022  
 

Dear Parents and carers,  
 

Re: Covid update  
As you will be aware from my recent correspondence, there have been a number of updates from 
the government for our return to school this term.  I wanted to write and update you all on the 
situation we find ourselves in currently.    
 

I did have to take the decision last Friday to move two year groups to a day of remote learning this 
week as owing to staff absence and a lack of supply staff, I simply did not have enough staff to open 
fully.  Apologies for any inconvenience caused and I want to reassure you that this decision was an 
absolute last resort.  
 

I am continuing to monitor the situation on a daily basis (I am pleased to report we are currently 
fully open and plan on staying that way).  However, I do have to advise that if we have further issues 
with staffing, the plan would be to move to a rolling remote learning rota where one year group 
stays at home for one day per week (with the exception of Year 11 who have public examinations 
this year).   We would obviously review the rota if we had to use it for more than one cycle.  I am 
reluctant to move to this and will do all we can to ensure we remain fully open but I wanted to 
advise you all, if the situation was to arise again.  
 

Face coverings  
Face coverings must be worn in lessons now in addition to communal areas which we were doing 
before Christmas.  We are still distributing a large number of masks to students, so please ensure 
your child has a good supply.  A reminder that if your child is exempt, please can you ensure they 
have their lanyard/card with them every day.  
 

Home Testing  
We have now received our order of home testing kits following some delays so these will be issued 
to students to bring home.  Please remember to ensure your child tests twice a week on a 
Wednesday and a Sunday.  
 

Testing   
You must self-isolate as soon as you develop Covid symptoms or when you receive a positive test 
result. From 11 January, people without symptoms who receive a positive result from a home 
testing (LFD) kit will no longer have to take a lab based (PCR) test to confirm the results. You still 
need to get a PCR test if you develop symptoms.   
Self-Isolation  
The rules have now changed re: self isolation as per the diagram I included in my last letter which 
explains the new process.  Here it is again:  
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Day 0 is the day you develop symptoms or receive a positive test. You can start home testing on day 
6. If you receive two negative results 24 hours apart then you can stop isolating after the second 
test. So, if the tests are taken before school on the morning of day 6 and 7 and are both negative, 
your child can return to school on day 7.  
 

Close contacts  
Anyone fully vaccinated or below 18 ½ years can take a daily LFD test for 7 days and continue to 
attend school as usual unless they test positive or develop Covid symptoms. Whilst it is no longer the 
school’s responsibility to carry out contact tracing, where there are more than five cases in a group 
that may have mixed closely, we will write to parents of affected children advising them to test daily 
for 7 days.  
Thank you for your continued support and understanding.  
Yours faithfully  
 

 
 
 
Mrs J Amos  
Principal  
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