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15th November 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: Principal update re: situation with Covid-19 

I wanted to write and update you following my letter to you all in half-term regarding the situation 

with Covid in our local area.  As you will be aware, due to a steep rise in case rates throughout 

October, Public Health Dorset, BCP Council and Dorset Council provided additional guidance for 

educational settings across the county to reduce transmission of COVID-19 for a 14-day period after 

half term.  

This was a joint approach across the South West region which set out further measures schools 

could take within the Department for Education’s Contingency Framework, including for example 

enhanced testing requirements and face coverings in communal areas.   

Thank you for ongoing support.  I know there are lots of bugs and illnesses currently ‘doing the 

rounds’ and given the different symptoms that students present with, your support with not sending 

students to school if they are ill is much appreciated and helps us reduce the risk of infection.  A 

reminder to always notify our attendance officer of any absence using this email 

studentabsence@staldhelms-academy.co.uk or phone and speak with Mrs Kelly, our attendance 

officer on (01202) 305158.   

Since half-term we have seen a rise in positive cases of Covid amongst staff and students.  I 

therefore want to remind you of the current measures we have in place and additional measures 

which will continue until the end of November. 

• Continued good infection prevention control in school (e.g. ventilation, cleaning, hand 

sanitising on entry),  

• It is now mandatory for students to now wear a face mask/covering in communal areas (in 

assemblies, corridors, canteen queue, entering and exiting the academy and when moving 

around the academy) unless they are exempt.  This is an additional measure until the end 

of November.  If your child was exempt last year we have this on record and will issue them 

with an exemption card and lanyard.  If your child is in Year 7, please email 

emily.pitchford@staldhelms-academy.co.uk who can then create an exemption card for 

your child.  All exemption cards will be issued tomorrow. 

• Continued efforts with testing which include: 

o Household siblings (secondary school age) of confirmed cases are advised to take 

daily LFD while awaiting their PCR test results and to continue to attend school 

(unless test is positive). This is also advised for primary school aged children but is at 

the discretion of the parent/guardian. 

o Given high prevalence Public Health recommend daily LFD testing for all close 

contacts identified by NHS Test and Trace whilst individuals await their PCR results. 

o Continuation of twice weekly asymptomatic testing on Sunday and Wednesday 

evenings with home testing kits of both staff and students. 
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• If unwell stay at home. If negative for COVI,D individuals should still wait until 24hours post 

fever to go back into a setting. Colds and other non-Covid symptoms are circulating but in 

the first instance cardinal symptoms should be treated as possible COVID and trigger 

isolation and testing. This is the case even if others in the setting /group have tested 

negative for similar symptoms. 

A reminder that following changes in government guidance, schools are no longer responsible for 

identifying close contacts like I did last year. Instead, NHS Test and Trace are responsible for doing 

this.  Please ensure you log a positive case with NHS Test and Trace so they can identify and contact 

close contacts. 

In addition to these measures, Public Health are keen to promote the effectiveness of vaccination as 

the best protection for all eligible cohorts including staff and students.  We had the Dorset School 

Immunisation service attend last Tuesday and vaccinate those students with consent.  They only had 

a limited number of vaccines and so if your child was not vaccinated and you would like them to be, 

you are encouraged to get them vaccinated at a community clinic.  

Once again, thank you for your support as we navigate these difficult times.  Please ensure your 

child arrives to school tomorrow (Wednesday) with a face mask/covering and continues to bring 

one every day (unless they are exempt).  A further review will take place at the end of November 

when we will provide a further update to you. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs J Amos 

Principal 
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