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25 October 2021  

Dear Parents and Carers  

Re: Principal Updates for T2 

I hope you and your families are enjoying the half-term break.  I am writing to you with some important updates 

for next half-term and to remind you of our expectations with regards to uniform and equipment, attendance and 

home learning  As you know we constantly review our policies and practices and as explained in previous letters 

we have grown significantly in the past few years we want to ensure all our procedures work effectively with 

larger student numbers on site. 

Covid Updates/Review of Risk Assessment 

At the end of last week, I received updated advice from the South West Public Health alerting all schools in BCP 

and Dorset Councils that these are areas of rapidly rising infection. Given this, all schools have been asked to 

strengthen their COVID-prevention measures to reduce infections and limit outbreak for at least the next two 

weeks after the half term break. We have been fortunate at SAA to have  had a relatively low number of positive 

cases.  However, I want to remind you of the following regarding testing: 

1. Ensure your child continues with their regular twice weekly LFT testing.  They should test on Monday 1st 

November prior to their return on Tuesday 2nd November. 

2. Get a PCR test for everyone in your household if anyone has symptoms which might be COVID.   There are 

lots of coughs and colds around at the moment, but if you have any symptoms get tested to rule out COVID-19. 

You can book a test here: Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

or by calling 119. You may be eligible for support from BCP or Dorset Council if you or your child need to self -

isolate (for example, eligible individuals have received a one-off taxable payment of £500). 

3. Keep your child at home if they have tested positive or have symptoms. At the end of half  term, if this 

applies to your child then don’t send them to school. This w ill be an authorised absence. 

4. Children who have no symptoms but are waiting for a PCR test result are encouraged to take  daily lateral 

flow tests. These children can still come to school but a daily test will help spot any  COVID infection before the 

PCR result comes back.  

5.  Siblings of children who are positive are also encouraged to take daily lateral flow tests.  

We will continue to ask students to hand sanitise on entry in the morning and continue with our cleaning and 

ventilation as detailed in our risk assessment. 

Face coverings 

It is not mandatory but when students return on the 2nd November, students are encouraged to bring and wear a 

face mask in corridors and when moving around the academy.  This aspect of our risk assessment will be under 

constant review and depending on how the local and school situation develops this may  well be updated further 

to becoming mandatory. 

Behaviour Policy 

Attached with this letter is our updated Behaviour for Learning Policy.  We want to ensure that we create an 

environment that allows teachers to teach and all learners to learn effectively and achieve their full potential.  We 

have rewritten this policy and want you to be aware of the changes.  The significant changes are to do with our 
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detention system.  There will no longer be breaktime detentions and all detentions will take place after school  

and depending on the issue (late or number of on-calls) this will determine how long the detention will be.  You 

will be given 24 hours notice of any detentions.  We have also shared the expectations of the on-call room and 

the follow-up that will happen if students fail to meet expectations.   As you will see from the accompanying 

document there are clear expectations of students, staff and parents and it is important we all work together .  I 

would appreciate your support with these changes so we can ensure we maintain a disciplined, organised and 

friendly atmosphere conducive to learning.    We will be sharing the changes and reminding students of our 

expectations in assemblies on Tuesday 2nd November. 

Uniform Expectations 

Please can I remind you of the importance of ensuring your child has the correct uniform and wears it to school 

every day.  Most of our students do arrive looking smart and wearing their uniform correctly.  Uniform 

expectations can be found in Appendix G of the attached policy but to remind you that on non-PE days, students 

should be wearing black trousers/skirt, white shirt, academy tie and academy blazer as a minimum.  As the colder 

weather approaches, students may also have the SAA academy jumper to wear.  Please note, PE 

hoodies/sweatshirts are NOT to be worn with academy uniform and are not a substitute for a blazer or school 

jumper. 

On days when students have PE, they should arrive in their SAA academy PE kit.  This consists of SAA PE top, SAA 

PE joggers and PE hoody/sweatshirt if you have purchased it.  This is an optional item.  Students should wear their 

school jumper or blazer over their PE kit if they want extra layers.  Any other sweatshirt/jumper/tracksuit jacket 

is not acceptable and students will be asked to remove them if they wear them into school.  I know we have 

had ongoing issues with the supply of some PE orders relating to the joggers and I continue to work with Brigade 

on this.  Please contact reception if you still have concerns re: orders as I am working with Karen Pickering at 

Brigade so if you can share your order number and name we can support with chasing this.   If you are still waiting 

for an item from Brigade please put a note in your child’s planner or send a note in with them and their tutor can 

issue them with a uniform card. 

Equipment expectations 

I want to take this opportunity to remind you that all students must arrive to school with their academy bag, their 

planner (issued at the start of term), pencil case with equipment for the day (pens, pencil, ruler etc), their student 

ID badge and their personalised timetable.  We will be issuing students with an updated paper copy of their 

timetable on Tuesday 2nd November.  We also email these out regularly to you too.  Students often take a picture 

of their timetable which is fine but they must also ensure they have a copy in their planner so they can refer to 

this and not their phone.  Students need to take responsibility for their timetable and ensure they have it easily 

accessible so they know where they are going each lesson and get their promptly.   Having a bag and planner 

every day will also support them in this.   Tutors will be checking every morning that students are in the correct 

uniform and have the correct equipment with them each day and will follow this up if there is any issue. 

Home Learning  

Students in all years are expected to complete their home learning tasks by the due date.  If your child fails to 

complete their home learning then they will be booked into a study zone session after school and you will be 

notified by text of this.  These sessions are staffed in classrooms from 3- 3.45pm for students to attend and 

complete any missing work.   If students fail to attend their Studyzone they will be isolated the following morning 
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for 2 lessons and breaktime in the on-call room.  If students persistently fail to complete home learning they will be 

placed on home learning report.  

Student Absence Reminder 

As you already are aware, if your child is unwell and unable to be in school we ask that you contact us and inform 

us of the reason at your earliest convenience.  As explained in my previous letter in October please use this new 

email address:  studentabsence@staldhelms-academy.co.uk  or call our attendance officer, Mrs Kelly on (01202) 

305158.   

Phone Lines 

I am pleased to inform you that our new telephone system has been implemented and is up and running.  

Apologies for any disruption to our phone lines last Wednesday when the new system went ‘live’.  As a result of 

our new telephone system, we will have more phone lines and we hope that you will find it easier to get through.  

A reminder that alternatively, you can email the relevant person directly or email office@staldhelms-

academy.co.uk and your email will be forwarded to the relevant person. 

Scooters 

Finally, if your child comes to school on a scooter, please can I remind you that they must bring something to lock 

it up with and fix it securely where bikes are stored outside the academy.  We have had an increasing number of 

requests for scooters to be stored in main reception as students haven’t brought locks and this is no longer 

possible.  If your child comes to school on their scooter it must be locked securely outside. 

Apologies for the length of letter but as you can see there have been many things to update  you on.  Should you 

have any questions regarding any of the items covered in this letter, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 

your child’s tutor in the first instance or call academy reception  when we re-open next week.  We look forward to 

welcoming students back to school on Tuesday 2nd November at 8.40am (Monday 1st November is a staff INSET 

day).  A reminder it will be Week B when students return after half-term. 

Wishing you and your families a restful half term. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs J Amos 

Principal 
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