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14 May 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: T5 update 

I hope this letter finds you safe and well.  This half-term seems to be moving at quite a 

pace, I can’t believe we are at the end of Week 4 already.  I wanted to write and update 

you regarding several matters. 

Face Coverings/Masks and Testing Update 

Firstly, as you will be aware next week (17 May) marks step three of the government’s 

roadmap and easing of lockdown restrictions. Consequently, the government have updated 

their guidance on face coverings/masks saying that they will no longer be recommended for 

pupils and students in classrooms or communal areas.  Having said this, the government 

guidance is clear that the reintroduction of face coverings for students and staff may be a 

advised for a temporary period in response to particular localised breaks. 

As you will be aware staff and students have been wearing them in classrooms since 

students returned in March.  Whilst we are of course delighted that the national 

requirements for face coverings in schools has been updated, I do feel it is right to be 

cautious.  From Monday 17th May, staff and students will no longer be required to 

wear a face mask in the classroom but will continue do so in communal areas 

where social distancing is not possible.   Students must continue to wear a face mask if 

they travel by public transport.  Any visitors will also be required to wear a face mask.    

Both staff and students can choose to wear a face mask at anytime if they wish.  

I know that you will understand that this along with the other difficult decisions we have had 

to make this year is for the benefit, safety and wellbeing of our school community.  We will 

do this for a further 10 days up until half-term when I will review it again.  

The infection rate locally is low and I am pleased to confirm we have not had a positive 

Covid case since we returned from Easter.  However, this is a result of all the control 

measures we have in place, and I am grateful for all members of the school community who 

have been committed to these measures.  One of these measures is regular testing of staff 

and students.  Thank you for your support with home testing.  Please ensure your child 

continues to test every Wednesday and Sunday evenings and you continue to report the test 

on Track and Trace using this link: https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result  You will be 

pleased to know that we no longer require you to complete the Microsoft form for our 

school.  We ask that you only inform us if your child’s LFT is positive. 

Can I also take this opportunity to remind you that your child should not attend school 

if they have the following symptoms: cough, temperature, loss of taste or smell.  

If they do have symptoms you should book them a PCR test and your child and the rest of 

the family should isolate until you receive the result. 
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Behaviour update 

We continually review the routines and policies we have in school.  Currently when a 

student has to be on-called from a lesson, the student is placed in another class until the 

end of that lesson.  From Monday we will be changing this and if a student is on-called they 

will be collected and taken to a supervised ‘on-call’ room which does not have a class in it.  

Students will be expected to sit in silence and complete work for the remainder of the 

lesson.   

Uniform 

Thank you for your support in ensuring your child attends school looking smart and wearing 

the correct uniform.  A reminder that SAA PE kit should only be worn on PE days and this 

comprises of plain black joggers/shorts/leggings and their SAA PE top.  If your child has a 

PE hoody/sweatshirt and it is cold they are also allowed to wear this.   They should not be 

wearing other sportswear please.  If your child does have the PE hoody/sweatshirt or a 

Performing Arts hoody, a reminder that this should NOT be worn over full school uniform 

and is NOT a substitute for the blazer.  On non-PE days, students should be wearing black 

trousers/skirt, white shirt, their tie and blazer.  If you have a daughter, can I please remind 

you that length of skirts should be appropriate.   

We do seem to have seen an increase in baseball caps recently.  These are not part of the 

school uniform and whilst I understand when it gets hotter your child may wish to wear one 

at social times these should not be worn around the academy or in lessons.  They will be 

asked to remove them if they are wearing one. 

Thank you for your support with the above matters.  I will be in touch again prior to the end 

of this half-term with further updates and news. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs J Amos 

Principal 
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