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8th March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

I couldn’t be happier to be welcoming back your son /daughter into the academy this week and we know for some of 

them this will bring about many questions about what is happening next in terms of their GCSE grades. 

Therefore, I write today to clarify the plan for year 11. Later this week I shall be providing you with a link to a video 

which will explain in more detail what follows in this letter.  In the meantime, I have set out below the plans for year 11 

for you to read.  

As I am sure you are all aware year 11 will not be sitting formal exams this summer and we will therefore be collating a 

portfolio of evidence for each student in each subject area. This portfolio of evidence can consist of work from year 9 to 

now and will be used to decide upon the TAG (teacher assessed grade) which will be submitted to exam boards. To 

ensure that these evidence portfolios are fairly and consistently created students will be asked to complete an evidence 

summary sheet with their teachers for each piece of work that is within it. Evidence may be of any previous assessed 

work for example: exam papers, exam questions, answers completed in exercise books, or PPE papers. It can also 

include work that has been completed during the lockdown periods. It must however reflect the exam board 

assessment objectives and we will require confirmation that it was completed by the student. 

Between now and when your child leaves school they will attend all lessons as normal. These lessons will be divided up 

between revision and mini assessments. I have asked all year 11 teachers to complete a year 11 plan for between now 

and their last day with us and this plan will set out the lessons your son/daughter will attend and what to expect.  As I 

say, some lessons will be revision and others will be mini assessments. I will publish weekly plans for the students so 

they are clear of what to expect during the upcoming week and I am organising exam access arrangements to be in 

place for any assessment lessons for those students who are entitled to them.  

All mini assessments can then be added to the evidence portfolio to create a full body of evidence for the teacher 

assessed grades. Our teachers will then have these evidence portfolios moderated and will submit a final teacher 

assessed grade for each student to us. This will be the grade that we will submit to the exam boards on the 18th June 

and the one that your son/ daughter will then be given on results day on the 12th August 2021. 

It is incredibly important your son/daughter attends school for all lessons from this week and brings into school any 

completed work they have at home that can form part of the evidence portfolio, this does mean locating and returning 

any exercise books from year 9 onwards please. If these are not easy to come by or have been recycled, please do not 

worry- your son/daughter will not be penalised for this.  

I look forward to sharing the video to explain this in more detail at the later part of this week but in the meantime thank 

you for your continued support, any questions or queries do not hesitate to email me.  

Kind regards 

Mrs Beng 

Vice Principal   

 

lbeng@staldhelms-academy.co.uk   
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