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31 March 2021 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: End of term and contact tracing over the Easter holidays 

As we approach the end of this term, I would like to thank you all once again for your 

ongoing positive support.  Overall, our return to face-to-face education has been very 

successful.   We hope your child is pleased to be back in school (and I am sure some of you 

are pleased they are back in school too!)  We have certainly been pleased to have students 

back in our classrooms.  There was a real buzz in the academy in the first few days of 

students returning and staff and students have quickly got back into our school routines.  

Attendance has been good and students have returned looking very smart in their academy 

uniform.  Thank you for your support with this.   

Students have coped well with the new measures in place, and I appreciate your support in 

ensuring students arrive each morning with a face mask.  It is not ideal having to wear a 

face mask all day in lessons, but we need to follow Government guidance to further support 

and protect the whole of the school community.  I am waiting for further updated guidance 

over Easter as to whether the wearing of masks will continue next term. 

We have obviously had the challenge of further positive Covid cases but all of these have 

been identified as a result of our mass testing so it is a further protective measure which is 

clearly doing what it was designed to do - identifying asymptomatic cases and breaking the 

chains of infection.  Where positive cases have happened, we have acted quickly, identified 

close contacts and tried to limit the number of students having to self-isolate.  If your child 

does have a period of self-isolation, remote learning is in place and their work can be 

accessed via Microsoft Teams. 

Following the mass testing of all students in the first two weeks we have now moved to 

home testing students.  If you consented for your child to be part of the testing programme, 

students should be testing every Sunday and Wednesday evenings now.  A reminder 

that the links to the documents you need to complete after your child has done their lateral 

flow test at home are here: Student Home Covid - 19 tests (office.com) and Report a 

COVID-19 rapid lateral flow test result - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

You can also find them on our website here: How to report your Covid test result - St 

Aldhelms Academy (staldhelms-academy.co.uk) 

A reminder that if your child receives a positive LFT, your child should not attend 

the academy and you should arrange for a confirmatory PCR test. 

I have included an update from the DfE below requesting that testing continues throughout 

the Easter holidays.  We issued students with further test kits yesterday so please do check 

bags to ensure they do not get lost at the bottom of school bags! 
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All schools are closed during the Easter break.  However, the Department for 

Education has placed some requirement on schools to continue with contract tracing during 

Easter as detailed below: 

***** 

Testing and contact tracing in schools and colleges over the Easter holidays 

Following the success of the asymptomatic testing programme on the return to school and 

college, it is vital to keep testing at home throughout the Easter holidays and into the 

summer term. Staff and students should: 

• continue to test twice a week at home (all those who are able to) 

• report positive, negative or void results using the report a COVID-19 rapid lateral flow 

test result portal 

• test before returning to school or college for the summer term, either the night 

before, or morning of, the first day back to find and isolate any positive cases 

We need to ask schools and further education providers to continue with contact tracing 

over the Easter holidays. 

For the purposes of contact tracing staff, students, parents and carers need only 

inform the education setting of a positive case if the symptoms develop within 2 

days of being in their education setting or they have tested positive with a lateral 

flow device (LFD) test (and will subsequently need to book a confirmatory PCR 

test). You are asked to assist in identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the 

individual may have been infectious whilst in their education setting. If symptoms develop 

after 2 days, they do not need to inform the setting. 

Where students or staff test positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) during the holidays using 

an LFD test more than 2 days since being in an education setting, they will only need to 

inform their education setting if they will still be self-isolating when settings return. Staff, 

students, parents and carers should follow contact tracing instructions provided 

by NHS Test and Trace. 

Where pupils or students need to self-isolate due to contact with a positive case during the 

holidays, settings do not need to be informed about this until the first day of the Summer 

term. 

***** 

 

mailto:office@staldhelms-academy.co.uk
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=26%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=26%20March%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

St. Aldhelm’s Academy     www.staldhelms-academy.co.uk 
Sian  Thomas, BEd  (Hons), CEO – AAT      E office@staldhelms-academy.co.uk T 01202 732500  
Joanna Amos, BA (Hons), Principal       Herbert    Avenue, Poole, Dorset. BH12  4HS 

 

Part of Ambitions Academies Trust 

Registered Company No. 07977940  |  Registered Address: Evering Avenue, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset, BH12 4JG  |  

Registered in England & Wales  |  VAT Reg No. 142 3672 27 

There is an email address for you to use if you need to report a positive Covid case after we 

close on Thursday.    I really hope that you will not have to use it but if your child tests 

positive for Covid-19, you will need to email me at ReportCoronavirus@staldhelms-

academy.co.uk so I can inform any close contacts.  In line with government guidance, I will 

be checking this email daily and only up until Sunday 4th April.  If we do have to contact 

you regarding a case and your child being a close contact, we will do this via text message.  

End of term arrangements 

The academy will close on Thursday 1st April at 3pm.  We will be ending the day with our 

annual Easter prize draw and we have a huge number of prizes (most of which have been 

donated by staff) so we are looking forward to rewarding those students who have been 

working hard and achieving their StARS in lessons. 

We look forward to welcoming students back on site after the Easter break on Monday 19th 

April at 8.30am. Finally, all that remains for me to say is a huge thank you to all members 

of staff, parents and carers and students for your commitment and support during this last 

term.  I wish you and your family a good Easter break.  Stay safe. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs J Amos 

Principal 
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