
CRIME & PUNISHMENT THROUGHT TIME  

SECTION B 

C1000-PRESENT  

REVISION BOOKLET 



WILLIAM I’S FOREST LAWS 

Around 40 villages were evicted after William declared large stretches of the 
English countryside to be ‘royal forests’ which the King would use for  
hunting. This meant that only those who could afford hunting  
rights were legal allowed to hunt there hunting wild animals for  
food became a crime (poaching). Many people were bitter and  
the poaching became a social crime (actions that are against  
the law but people in society do not disapprove of it). As a  
result poaching was punished with harsh corporal crimes  
(eg. Castration and blinding) to deter people from doing it 

ANGLO-SAXON LAW ENFORCEMENT 
The role of the community in enforcing the law They believed it was a victim’s 
responsibility to seek justice is a crime was committed, but the whole community 
should deliver the justice (including, catching  the criminal). English shires were 
divided into hundreds, and the hundreds divided into ten tithings. All men over 
12 in a tithing were responsible for the behaviour for others. One ‘hundredsman’ 
and one ‘tithingman’ had to meet regularly with the King’s shire reeve. This made 
the community more important in law enforcement. 
Taking oaths They relied heavily on religion when decided whether someone was 
guilty or not. Oaths were given in public, and paid and important part in hear-
ings. In most cases the accused walked free, however in small tight-knit cases it 
was difficult to get away with repeat offenses because repeat offenders were often 
not given the chance to swear an oath of innocence 
Trial by ordeal This was a way of testing the accused before God when there was 
not enough evidence to prove that the person was guilty. The effect of the trial on 
the person was seen as God’s judgement. The trials included hot iron, hot water 
and cold water. The accused would be burned with a hot iron/water and if the 
burn healed well then they were judged as innocent. The cold water ordeal  
                 involved the accused being tied up and thrown into water, if  they 
                          sank they were “accepted” by the water and therefore innocent 
                               (and would be pulled up again) but if you floated you were 
                                    thought to be guilty. You might also be maimed for  
                                      crimes such as petty theft (to give the opportunity for  
                                         forgiveness). Accused priests went through trial by 
                                       consecrated bread, in which a guilty man (sinner) was 
                                       thought to choke on the bread—this was much less  
                                      dangerous than the other trials but was frightening to 
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OUTLAWS IN THE FOREST 

                             Any man over 14 who tried to escape trial or punishment by  
                                  running away was considered and outlaw, any woman who 
                                       tried to escape was considered waived. Outlaws and  
                                           waived women had no protection under the law and  
                                             could be killed without consequence. Robin Hood 
                                              is presented as an outlaw, in reality groups of  
                                              outlaws (Eg. Folville gang) carried out very serious  
                                             crimes such as robbery, kidnap and rape. 

CRIME IN ANGLO- 
SAXON COMMUNITIES:  
TOWNS, VILLAGES, ABBEYS 

1000: English towns were growing in  
importance (eg. Hamwic (Southhampton),  
Eoforwic (York) and Lundenwic (London)). This 
was because of the settled populations and their 
trade contact with Europe. In these growing 
communities there were more opportunities to 
commit crimes (against the person or 
 property). However in towns, it  
was easier to identify and catch a  
criminal because everybody knows 
each other), so they were expected 
 to take collective responsibility.  
Other populations were based  
around church communities  
(abbeys and smaller monasteries).  
The church was responsible for  
stopping moral crimes 

THE ROLE OF THE ANGLO-SAXON KINGS 
In 1000 King Ethelred II (King of England) attacked Viking settlements in 
England, and prevented more Viking attacks by making alliances with Norman-
dy. This gave him more control over England. Previously, the communities had 
made their own laws but as the power of the King grew it was accepted that the 
King would make and enforce laws. It became the King’s duty to keep the King’s 
peace. 
King (rules the country) > Nobles (Wealthy and powerful men given land by the 
King.  Some advise the King, others appoint shire reeves to enforce the law. They 
are responsible for the King’s peace in their local area) > Freemen (those who 
rent or own a small piece of land with no say in making  
the law) > Serfs (those who own no land and  
work for others for very low pay) 
Any actions that threatens this social  
structure was classed as a crime (from  
a serf starting a fight with a noble  
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ANGLO-SAXON  
PUNISHMENTS 

                                                              Murder was sometimes punished by  
                                                               fines paid to the victim’s family  
                                                              (wergild). This was to reduce blood 
                                                              feuds (which was ongoing revenge 
                                                              for the murder of a family  
                                                            member).                                                 
The amount paid was decided by your social status (eg. The wergild of a 
prince was 1500 shilling but the wergild of a serf was 40 shillings) 
Capital and corporal punishment These were forms of punishment but 
also a deterrent. Treason and arson were punished by execution. For lesser 
crimes they would use corporal punishment such as mutilation (eye-
gouging/removal of a hand/foot). This was thought of as a deterrent and a 
more lenient alternative to the death penalty. 
The stocks and the pillory A combination of physical pain and punish-
ment. The stocks or pillory were placed outside usually in the centre of a 
town or village the criminal would be exposed to bad weather for a few days 

The Anglo-Saxon Kings formally issued 

codes of law
. With each new code they 

could introduce new laws  or change old 

laws. Anglo-Saxons believ
ed: the role of the 

community was very important, God was 

the final judge, th
e stat

us and position of 

different groups should be  

clear 

In the year 1000, England’s population was between 1.7 million and 2 million. 
Most people lived in small, scattered hamlets and on farmsteads. The king and 
nobility made the law, but small communities and families enforced the law. 

The Church was an important influence on Crime and Punishment at this time. 

Three important trends in Crime and Punishment in the Anglo Saxon period: 1. 
Power and influence of the king grew 2. Role of the Church increased 3. The 

use of punishments increased 

Crime Punishment 

Crimes against the 
person 

Murder Wergild 
Assault Maiming 
Public disorder Stocks or pillory 

Crimes against 
property 

Theft Fines/Maiming 
Counterfeiting coins Hand chopped off 
Arson Hanging 

Crimes against 
authority 

Treason Hanging 
Betraying your Lord 

PUNISHMENTS AND LAW  
ENFORCEMENT IN  
NORMAN ENGLAND 

Continuity and change in Norman  
punishments The system of wergild  
was ended, and instead fines were paid  
to the king and his officials, however a combination of physical punishments, 
fines and execution were still being used. This system of law was based on the idea 
that all men should expect to be safe from crime, this was called the ‘King’s 
mund’ which is similar to the Anglo-Saxon of the ‘King’s Peace’ (however the 
King had greater authority under the Normans). There was also an increase in the 
crimes punishable by death, with mutilation (eg. branding or chopping of a body 
part) used as an alternative 
Trial by combat Trial by idea was continued in Norman England, but they added 
trial by combat which was usually used to settle disputes over large amount of 
money or land. The two combatants fought to the death or until one gave in, the 
one that gave in was later put to death 
Norman changes to law enforcement Local collective responsibility and the role 
of the tithing continued under the Normans. The hue and cry was also still used 
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Williams’ reign marked an important change in crime and punishment – the 
influence of the King and the Church increased, there was an increase in the use 

of harsh punishments to boost the King’s power 
Role of the King > Definitions of crime and punishment < Changing attitudes and ideas  

THE INCREASED POWERS OF NORMAN KINGS 

Rebellions and the Norman response 1066-1087 William took 
control of England. There was rebellion amongst the Anglo Saxons in 
York and East Anglia but William would use harsh punishments on 
large groups of people to show his power (Farmlands and animals 
were often killed). Approx. 100,000 people starved to death as a result 
of William’s punishments  
Norman Castles William and his supporters started a massive castle 
building programme. The castles were built by peasants and lived in 
by Norman Lords. They were used to keep a careful watch on com-
munities and look intimidating (remind those outside of the castle of 
their place in society) 

FEUDAL SYSTEM IN NORMAN ENGLAND 

King > Nobles  (Wealthy, powerful men given land by the King. 
Some had castles and provided soldiers and horses to the king in 
return. Some give land to Knights) > Knights (Live on a small area of 
land, fight for the King and his Nobles) > Serfs (own no land, work 
for Knights and Nobles for low pay) 

MURDRUM—A NEW LAW 

When an Anglo-Saxon murdered a Norman and the murderer was not captured 
and executed the murdrum fine had to be paid (this was a large sum to be paid by 
the hundred where the body was found). This was to prevent revenge attacks 
against the Normans, and also showed continuity with the Anglo-Saxon belief in 
shared responsibility 

Changes in… Examples, c1000-1500 Factor 

Definitions of 
crime 

Poaching – becomes illegal 
to hunt in newly defined 
forest areas 

King – wants exclusive 
hunting rights 

Leaving home – becomes 
illegal for a serf to leave his 
lord’s village 

Change in society – 
introduction of Norman 
feudal system 

Punishments Murdrum fine – fines for 
murdering a Norman are 
paid by community where 
body is found 

King – wants to protect 
Normans against Saxon 
population 

Trial by combat – used to 
settle disputes over land or 
money 

Change in society – 
Norman noble custom 
introduced in England 

Prevention Death penalty used for 
poaching 

King – wants to use 
exclusive hunting rights 

No Changes 
in… 

Examples, c1000-1500 Factor 

Prevention Hue and Cry system to 
catch criminals 

No change in society, 
most people still live in 
close-knit communities 954 

 1066 

TIMELINE  1072 

 1086 

 1164 

 1194 

 1215 

 1348 

 1485 

English kingdoms unite 
under one king 

William I is crown King 
of England 

Forest Laws are  
introduced 

Domesday Book 

Constitutions of  
Clarendon 

Coroners are introduced 

Trial by ordeal ends 

Black Death reaches 
England 

Henry Tudor becomes 
King Henry VII 



  The Church was an extremely powerful institution that  
       controlled the thoughts and actions of people. The clergy 
          were usually the most educated men in the community 
            The churches and cathedrals were usually the biggest 
            and most impressive buildings, as a reminder that the 
        church had the power to judge and protect. The church 
             also owned 1/5 of the country’s wealth and collected 
             1/10 of all earnings in Church taxes. The growth of 
             Islam in Europe scared the church and English Jews 

MAINTAINING LAW AND ORDER IN THE 
LATER MIDDLE AGES 

          The system of hue and cry were kept and adapted in the later Middle Ages, 
            but two new roles were added: The Coroner and the Justice of the Peace 
           Coroners and Justices of the Peace 1194: King Richard I introduced  
           coroners to deal with suspicious deaths. 1195: Richard I appointed some 
         knights as keepers of the King’s peace in unruly areas. In 1327, Edward III 
                                         extended the system to all areas; by 1361 they were 
                                          known as Justices of the Peace (JPs) who were  
                                          appointed by the king (on the basis of their wealth 
                                          and social status). This was important because if 
                                          shows the shifts to centralised power in the  
                                          government 

PUNISHMENT IN THE LATER  
MIDDLE AGES 

Punishment in this period continued to rely on a  
mixture of fines, corporal  
punishment and execution. A  
significant punishment was  
introduced for high treason –  
they would be sentenced to  
be hung, drawn and quartered 
(semi-strangled, revived, cut  
open, intestines drawn out  
and then after death their limbs  
would be transported across the country and displayed as a deterrent) 

NEW LAWS CREATING NEW CRIMES 

Parliament created two new crimes with new laws passed. 
Statute of Labourers, 1351 
The Black Death that hit in 1348 killed 1/3 
of the population, which meant that the 
remaining peasants could demand higher 
wages. This statute made it a crime to ask for 
higher wages, so the wealthier people could 
protect their interests. Continuity: The 
Normans made laws to protect their interest 
eg Forest laws. Change: The Statue of La-
bourers was passed by parliament, under the 
Normans it                       would’ve been 
passed by the King alone 

Laws against heresy, 1382, 1401 and 
1414  
Introduced as a small group of people want-
ed reform within the church and the clergy 
felt undermined. These laws made it a crime 
to disagree with the teachings of the church. 
The punishments were severe (burning at the 
stake from 1401, to signify the purification 
of the soul). By 1414 the Justices of the 
Peace were expected to arrest suspected 
heretics, take them to be trialled in a church 
court then returned to a secular court for 
punishment. This shows the church and 
government working together 

CHANGE AND CONTINUITY IN 
CRIME AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

The growth of towns (London and York) meant that there were 
more opportunities for crime, so a more centralised approach was 
needed. There was a change in focus from local communities to 
government officials dealing with crime. However, some older 
approaches were still used. Towns were divided into wards so that 
townspeople had a role in catching criminals and the ‘tithingmen’ 
became known as constables 
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:Case Study   

the influence of the 

Church on crime and 

punishment 

THE POWER OF THE 
CHURCH IN THE  

MIDDLE AGES 

THE IMPACT OF HENRY VII 
Henry VII became King in 1154 and introduced important re-
forms: 1166 he reorganised the courts and set up prisons for those 
awaiting trial (Assize of Clarendon) · Henry VII ordered royal 
judges (Justices in Eyre) to visit each county twice a year to hear the 
most serious cases, this increased the King’s role in legal matters 
and unified the legal system across the country 

THE END OF TRIAL BY ORDEAL IN THE  
EARLY 13TH CENTURY  

In 1215, the Pope ordered that priests should stop helping organised trial by ordeal. This meant the 
system soon came to an end. The alternative found in England was trial by jury, which was a group of 12 
men who would decide the fate of the accused 

CHURCH COURTS AND THE KING 
Trial by ordeal ended in the early 13th century but the Church’s influence continued. In the 11th  
Century William I had encouraged the church to deal with ‘moral crimes’, however Henry II tried to 
limit the power of the church (he felt they undermined his system of punishment). Henry wanted them 
to agree to the Constitutions of Clarendon, which was meant to clarify the relationship between Church 
laws and the King 

BENEFIT OF THE CLERGY 
This was the right of the clergy to only be tried in the Church courts (which used far more lenient 
punishments). This system was abused as to prove you were a member of the clergy you hand to read 
Psalms 51, as the clergy were the most educated in the community (most couldn’t read). Psalm 51 
became known as the ‘neck verse’, as many memorised Psalms 51 to be able to calm the benefit of the 
clergy. This was criticised by reformers 

OFFERING SANCTUARY 
Some people accused of a crime were offered sanctuary in a church. This meant that they could go to a 
church and ask for the help of the clergy. The clergy would then report the crim e in the usual way, and 
if they decided it was fair to do so the person was given the chance to swear an oath to leave the country 
within 40 days. If they didn’t leave they were outlawed. This didn’t end until 1536 under King Henry 
VIII 

CONTINUITY AND CHANGE IN PUNISHMENT FROM C1000-1500 
  ANGLO-SAXON NORMAN LATER MEDIEVAL 

Law enforcement Community responsible for 
enforcing the law 

Community responsible for 
enforcing the law 
Growing authority of the 
king and his officials 

Community enforcement 
continues alongside increas-
ingly centralised systems for 
upholding the law 

Punishment Fines, property confiscated, 
physical punishment, maim-
ing, and execution by hang-
ing or burning 

Fines, stocks, pillories, physi-
cal punishments, maiming 
Increase in execution, usually 
by hanging, for some new 
crimes 

Fines, stocks, pillories, physi-
cal punishments, maiming, 
and execution, usually by 
hanging 
Hanging, drawing and quar-
tering introduced 

,Crime  punishment  

and law enforcement 

in the later Middle 

Ages 
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CHANGING 

DEFINITONS OF 

CRIME 1500-1700 

Law enforcement 

and punishment 

1500-1700 
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Case study:  The 

crimes and  

punishment of the 

Gunpowder  

plotters,  1605 

 

Witchcraft 

and the law,   

1500-1700 

TIMELINE 

1495 

1542 

1547 

1563 

1597 

1601 

1604 

1671 
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