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Context: Policing 

the nation 
How police forces were organised  · Using Sources for an enquiry in policing (official statistics, police and court 

records, memoirs and reports, recording crime, the media) · The Criminal Investigation Department · Commissioner 

Charles Warren 
The local context 

of Whitechapel 
Pollution and poor sanitation · Overcrowded housing (Model housing – the Peabody Estate) · Work in Whitechapel 

· Workhouses and orphanages  

Tensions in  

Whitechapel 
Immigration (Irish immigrants, fenians, Eastern European Jewish immigrants) · The growth of socialism and anar-

chism (anarchists, socialists)  · Rising Tensions 

Police organisation 

in Whitechapel 
H Division · On Patrol – a beat constable’s shift  · Attitudes to H Division · Policing Whitechapel (Prostitution,  

Alcohol, Protection rackets, Police in the Whitechapel community) 

Investigative  

policing in White-

chapel 

The Jack the Ripper murders  (the problem of police and the media, the problem of police force rivalry) · The 

police investigation –developing techniques · Obstacles to police success (lack of forensic techniques, the vigi-

lance committee) · The police investigation – lessons learnt and improvements to 1900 (Bertillon system,  

improvements in communication)  · Improvements in the environment 

QUESTION 1 (4 MARKS) 
Describe two features of… 

1 mark for valid feature 
1 mark for supporting information 
1 mark for valid feature 
1 mark for supporting information 

QUESTION 2A (8 MARKS) 
Describe the usefulness of 
Sources A and B for an  

enquiry into...… 

Level 1 (1-2 marks) 
A simple judgement on utility is given, and supported by undeveloped comments on the content of the 
sources and/or their provenance 
Simple comprehension of the source material is shown by the extraction or paraphrase of some content 
Limited contextual knowledge is deployed with links to the sources 
Level 2 (3-5 marks) 
Judgements on source utility for the specified enquiry are given, using valid criteria. 
Judgements are supported by developed comment related to the content of the sources and/or their 
provenance 
Comprehension and some analysis of the sources is shown by the selection and use of material to support 
comments on their utility 
Contextual knowledge is used directly to support comments on the usefulness of the content of the 
sources and/or their provenance 
Level 3 (6-8 marks) 
Judgements on source utility for the specified enquiry are given, applying valid criteria with developed 
reasoning which takes into account how the provenance affects the usefulness of the source content 
The sources are analysed to support reasoning about their utility 
Contextual knowledge is used in the process of interpreting the sources and applying criteria for 
judgements on their utility 

QUESTION 2B (4 MARKS) 
How could you follow up 

Source B to find out more 
about...… 

1 mark for detail from the source that could be followed up 
1 mark for a question which is linked to the detail 
1 mark for identification of what type of source could be used 
1 mark for an answer that shows how it might help answer the chosen follow-up question 

EXAM QUESTION MARK SCHEME 

TOPIC SUMMARY 

Section A:   Thematic Study 
WHITECHAPEL, 1870-1900:CRIME, POLICING AND THE INNER CITY  
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What sources could help you find out more about policing in Britain in the later 19th century? 

The easiest way to monitor what happened but the publications sometimes valued a ‘good story’ 
over facts, so they can be very unreliable 
EG. An article on Jack the Ripper only mentioned one stabbing, so police records must be  
referenced as well as newspapers 

The way crime is recorded is important 
Historians are careful about how they draw conclusions from statistics 

Useful source of information, but should be treated with care because people tend to present 
their lives in a positive way 

According to the Home Office archive, the detective  force in London grew from 216 (1878) to 294 
(1883) and the numbers of arrests rose from 13,000– to 8,000 

Statistics from individual police stations are useful but can be misleading because they only show 
what the police officers reported 
Freedom licences (official release papers from prisons) are valuable records of convictions and 
punishments but are not covered by police station records 
There are loads of records from court cases as many arrested in Whitechapel were tried in the 
Old Bailey (Central Criminal Court) 

CONTEXT:   

POLICING 

THE NATION 

Whitechapel was the black hole at the heart of Britain. In 

1873 there was a Great Depression which caused widespread 

poverty and unemployment. From 1889-1903 35.7% of East 

Londoners were living in utter  

poverty, Prostitution became a necessity. In 1888 Jack the 

Ripper caused widespread panic. White chapel was a danger-

ous area where policing was ineffective. 

Many counties had their own force (towns and cities inside the  

counties had separate forces). The Home Secretary in Westminster 

had little control over police forces outside London (usually run by 

watch committees). The exception was the London Metropolitan  

Police who reported directly to the home secretary, the government 

resisted giving control to anyone else for fear of socialist influences. 

Insufficient manpower was a huge problem: in 1885 there were 

13,319 men for a population of 5 million (only 1,383 available for duty 

at any one time 

The detective department was added to the Police Force in 1842, it 

was tiny and not very effective. There was a lot of confusion over 

whether they were meant to prevent or detect crime. In 1877,  

barrister Howard Vincent set up the Criminal Investigation  

Department (CID) with 216 officers. This cleared up the confusion 

between crime prevention and detection but detective standards did 

not improve 

Warren was appointed as Metropolitan 
Police Commissioner in 1886. This  
contributed to the idea that police 
were simply the government in  
uniform. He called in the army for 
Bloody Sunday, 1887 (The Met Police 
attempted to stop a demonstration in 
Trafalgar Square. It became violent and 
400 people were arrested with 75  
injuries. The protest was about  
unemployment policy and took place 
despite public demonstrations being 
banned just a few days before). This 
added to the growing feeling that the 
police favoured the middle and upper 
classes. Warren was criticised by all 
sides, and forced out after Jack the  
Ripper terrorised Whitechapel 
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THE LOCAL 

CONTEXT OF 

WHITECHAPEL 

Theft of personal property, domestic abuse 

Stealing, disruptive behaviour 

Assaults on women, gangs intimidating women 

Disorder on the streets (especially in public houses) 

Theft and other crimes committed by those who do not 
want to go to the workhouse 

Petty crimes, begging 

Tensions and other crimes committees between the 
Londoners and Irish & Jewish immigrants 

 

Rookeries were overcrowded slum areas (disease, dirt and 

crime), with up to 30 people in one apartment. In 1887 one 

rookery had 128 rooms for 757 families. There were also  

lodging houses, which offered no more than a bed (three 8-

hour sleeping shifts a day). In summer the heat, smell and rat 

made the lodging house an awful place to live. In this time 

there were about 200 lodging houses, with 8,000 residents (1/4 

of the local population) 

PEABODY ESTATE—MODEL DWELLINGS 

1875 Artisans Dwellings Act was part of the slum clearance 

programme. Some of the narrow courtyards of Whitechapel 

were replaced with a block of 11 flats. The weekly rent was 3-6 

shillings (15p-30p), which was cheap as the average weekly 

wage for a labourer was 22 shillings and 6 pence (£1.12) 

**One way of showing a snapshot of the density of housing is 

to look at the census at that time** 

Bell Foundry was Whitechapel’s most famous factory, 

where the Big Ben was cast. Most resident worked in 

‘sweated trades’ (tailoring, shoe-making, making machines). 

The sweat shops were small, cramped, and dusty with long 

work hours (up to 20 hours) and low wages. Others 

worked on railway construction or as labourers on  

London docks – however, the work hours changed from 

day to day which left families with unstable income  

Pollution and Poor Sanitation 

Whitechapel was a heavily polluted industrial city. The 

smoke and stinking gas choked the streets. At times you 

couldn’t even see your hand in front of your face.  

Sanitation was poor as there was little healthy drinking 

water and sewers ran into the streets 

Workhouses were set up in the early 1800s as part of the poor relief system, they offered food and shelter to those too poor 

to survive (the old, sick, disabled, orphans, unmarried mothers). The conditions in workhouse were kept deliberately poor to 

keep the costs down. Families were split up, and vagrants (short term residents) were kept separately from long-term residents 

as they were considered lazy and therefore bad influences 

Dr Thomas Barnardo trained as a young doctor in the local hospital, he provided a kinder setting for children who would have 

been sent to the workhouse. His first project was for children whose parents died from an outbreak of disease. In 1870  

Barnardo opened an orphanage for boys, then later opened one for girls. In 1905 when Barnardo died, there were 100  

Barnardo’s homes housing an average of 85 children each. The motto was “No Destitute Child Ever Refused Admission”, 

which was adopted after an 11-year-old boy was turned away and found dead two days later  
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TENSIONS IN 

WHITECHAPEL 

Many immigrated in the 1840s. Most were 

young men who came to London to go 

onto America, but ran out of money and 

settled in London. Many made their  

money as Navigators/navvies (labourers 

on canals, roads, railways or docks) 

Fenians were a group of mainly Catholic 

Irish nationalists demanding freedom. 

They were seen a fanatical, radical  

terrorist group. In December 1867 they 

planned a bomb attack on Clerkwell  

Prison. This caused more anti-Irish and 

anti-Catholic feeling. A new department 

of the Met Police (the Special branch) 

was set up to counter this terrorism. 

This left many people believing that all 

Irish immigrants were fenians 

  

  

Many of the Eastern European Jews 

immigrated in the 1880s. After Tsar  

Alexander II was assassinated and a 

Jew was blamed, many had to leave to 

escape the pogroms. By 1888 the  

Jewish community made up 95% in parts 

of Whitechapel, this led to a self-

segregated community as the Jews 

chose to live differently. Resentment 

towards the Jews was based on cultural 

differences and conflicting attitudes to 

work and business (some Eastern  

European  

immigrant preferred new arrivals to 

Whitechapel as they would accept lower 

wages, and many resented the success 

of those quick to find employment and 

set up business) 

  

Unemployment and a massive housing shortage led to an increasing focus on immigration. There were investigations into 

sweatshops (many were run by newly arrived Jewish immigrants who spoke little English, so it was a difficult problem to 

solve). Beating of Jews became common. Streets with both Irish and Jewish immigrants were considered especially violent 

areas.  

Jack the Ripper is an example of how a crisis made tensions worse. Jack the Ripper was made to look like a Jew in  

newspapers, as they believed that an Englishman couldn’t have committed those murders. Police were stationed to stop full 

blown riots against the Jewish community 

By the mid-1800s economic problems caused an increase in revolutionary political groups who wanted to overthrow the  

government. Anarchy was one of the biggest movements. After the anarchists briefly took control of Paris in 1871, some of 

the leaders fled to Britain as they thought it was more tolerant. This caused some people to think that East London was a 

refuge for terrorists, so from 1893 the Special Branch began an undercover operation to monitor the activities of Eastern 

European revolutionaries. All the concerns raised were exaggerated. In the same way the Irish were all suspected of being 

Fenians, anyone with an Eastern European accent was thought to be an anarchist. 

The Socialist Democratic Federation (SDF) became the first socialist party in Britain in 1881, they represented the agricultural & 

industrial labourers and rights of women. They wanted a revolution to overthrow the capitalist system. They were involved in 

the Trafalgar Square demonstration that became known as Bloody Sunday (1887). They saw the police as the face of a gov-

ernment that didn’t care for the people at the time of an economic crisis 
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POLICE  

ORGANISATION 

IN  

WHITECHAPEL 

By the mid-1800s, Met Police were beginning 

to be respected – most accepted that they 

were here to help and protect a good order 

but in Whitechapel the police were seen very 

negatively, and attacks by violent gangs 

were common (this was mostly because of 

economic depression and poverty). The  

police were seen as upholders of unpopular 

government decisions, with a reputations for 

violence and heavy handedness. 

The constables and the colleagues would march out together in Whitechapel, 

when they reached the area he was to patrol (his beat) he dropped out of 

the marching column. His role would involve questioning people who were 

walking about at night, and met with the beat sergeant to discuss what  

happened that day (which was then noted in his diary). The constable would 

be fined/fired if he was found to be away from his beat or if a crime  

happened on his beat, without good reason. The job was boring, dangerous 

and low paid, this led to unreliable recruits so the sergeant would have to 

follow the constable around to make sure he was doing his job. 

The Metropolitan Police was split into 20 divisions responsible for a different area 

of London, Whitechapel was H division. The division was run by a superintendent 

and chief inspector, supported by 27 inspectors and 37 sergeants. Sergeants  

supervised 500 ordinary officers/constables who went out on the beat. Division H 

Most crimes were directly linked to poverty and unemployment 

It was harder for women to find work, so some 

worked in brothels. Those that could not afford to rent 

a room walked the streets. This required sensitive  

police management because prostitution wasn’t illegal 

but it was considered a social problem. Abortions  

became common, many women died from infection or 

surgical shock. Richer people felt that the  

unfortunates’ (what middle class people called prosti-

tutes) got what they deserved. By 1888 there were 62 

brothels and 1,200 prostitutes in Whitechapel 

The only escape many had from their hard lives was 

alcohol. In 1.5km there were 45 building serving as pubs, 

gin palaces or opium dens/ Drunkenness turned to  

violence, alcoholics then committed crimes to get money 

to buy more drink 

Gangs like Bessarabian Tigers and Odessians 

intimidated small business owners demanding 

money or they would smash their shop.  

Ordinary people feared gangs so it made it 

impossible for the police to arrest them or put 

them on trial. The police were overstretched 

and understaffed, so they made no attempt 

to shut down fights 

The constable was seen as a social works. In the 1870s 

there were 82 laws describing what a Met police officer 

should and shouldn’t do when dealing with issues such 

as: lunatics, street traffic and runaway horses. Some of 

these tasks were met with resistance (eg. Controlling 

prostitutes). However, they also provided real benefits 

(eg. Hosting soup kitchens and looking after stray  

children). The poor people knew that they needed the 

police, they just believed their methods and priorities 

were wrong 
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INVESTIGATING 

POLICING IN 

WHITECHAPEL 
31 August Buck’s Row 

8 September Backyard of 29 Hanbury Street, Spitalfields 

30 September Berners Street 

30 September Mitre Square, Aldgate 

9 November 13 Miller’s Court, Dorset Street, Spitalfields 

This case student helps us assess the challenges faced by the Police and their methods of investigative 

policing at the time 

Between 31 August and 9 November 1888 five women were found dead. The nature of the killings led the 

police to believe that they were all murdered by the same person. The murderer was never found and 

became known as “Jack the Ripper” 

Inspector Frederick Abberline and his CID team were 

assigned the Jack the Ripper case. It was a difficult task 

as they had over 300 letter and postcards sent by men 

claiming to be the murderer. The police used newspapers 

to distribute letters thought to be from Jack the Ripper 

hoping that someone might identify the handwriting (Eg: 

The ‘Dear Boss’ letter) 

After the discovery of Catherine Eddowes, PC Alfred Long discovered some evidence 

half a mile away, with a message in chalk on the wall saying “The Juwes are the men that 

will not be blamed for nothing”. Commissioner Charles Warren ordered the message 

washed off for fear of more violence against Jews. However another reason is that he 

wanted to keep the investigation inside the city of London so that his team could be the 

one to solve the murder. Rivalry was one of the biggest obstacles to police investigation in 

Whitechapel 
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Set up in September 1888, they organised their own reward system (as the police were not 

allowed to give out rewards) and took to the streets with burning planks of wood and 

whistles to make noise and catch Jack the Ripper. It seemed very counterproductive and 

damaged the police investigation. However some people believed that the because some 

members of the Vigilance Committee were members of the SDF, they wanted to embarrass 

the police and the government 

The only hope the police had of catching Jack the  

Ripper, was to catch him in the act. Fingerprinting was 

still not used for another 12 years. Scientists couldn’t 

even tell the difference between human and animal 

blood, crime scene photograph was still very new. 
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Following up direct leads from 

the public 

Using evidence from post  

mortems (cut marks on the 

victims showed that the killer 

was left handed with some 

knowledge of the anatomy) 

Following indirect leads from 

articles by investigating  

journalists ·Following up on 

clues from victim’s  

possessions 

Visiting lunatic asylums (they 

assumed Jack the Ripper was 

insane) 

Following up coroner’s  

reports (After Catherine 

Eddowes was found, 76  

butchers and slaughterhouse 

worker were questioned and 

after Annie Chapman was 

found the police became more 

interested in hospitals and 

veterinary surgeries) 

Interviewing Key witnesses 

(there wasn’t very many) 

Soup kitchens: as police could-

n’t offer money (attracted time 

wasters), so offered poor 

people a hot meal 

1894 Bertillon system combined physical measurements, photography and record keeping, to identify 

repeat criminals. Measurements of the criminals were taken and their mug shots kept in a central file. 

Physical measurements were replaced with fingerprint records in early 1900s – but Bertillon’s  

photographic methods are still used today. 
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In 1888 police could only communicate long distance with whistles. In 1891 police telephone boxes were 

introduced in Glasgow. The H division lagged behind, introducing a telephone line to HQ in 1901 and  

telephone exchange in police station in 1907. They also lagged behind with their transport, Kent intro-

duced bicycles in 1896, most rural forces had bicycles by 1905 but the H division did not introduce them 

until 1909. 

People started to see the link between 

living conditions and crime. The authorities 

looked to improve health and housing in 

Whitechapel, as well as street lighting. The 

Houses of the Working Class Act, 1890 The 

London City Council were to replace slums 

with mass low-cost housing. The Public 

Health Amendment Act, 1890 Local coun-

cils more able to improve toilets, paving, 

rubbish collection and other sanitary 

service. There were no more serial killings 

but there were regular murders in the 

190s, young boys pretended to be Jack 

the Ripper to frighten women and there 

was an increase in violence against prosti-

tutes 

 It is unlikely that the response 

to the Jack the Ripper case 

had any impact on police  

investigation; it wasn’t until the  

scientific discoveries of the 

early-1900s that it began to 

improve. 
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Exam help 
Section A is worth 16 marks altogether, and should take you 25 minutes 

to complete 

You must answer Question 1, Question 2(a) and Question 2 (b) 

QUESTION 1 
 

Describe two features of... (4 marks) 

 
You are only given a few lines to answer this question so keep it brief. Make sure you identify two features and give some 

supporting information. Think of it as 2 marks for each feature! 

***EXAMPLE*** 
DESCRIBE TWO FEATURES OF ‘MODEL’ DWELLINGS IN THE WHITECHAPEL DISTRICT IN 

THE LATE 19TH CENTURY  (4 MARKS) 

Model dwellings were new housing developments designed in the 1870s. The Peabody Estate consisted of new blocks containing nearly 300 

flats.  

The Whitechapel Estate Model dwelling were an example of the first slum clearance programme, encouraged by the Artisans Dwelling Act. 

The Estate was built where previously narrow courtyards filled with cramped and unhealthy houses had stood. 

***REVISION HELP*** 
HERE ARE 20 TOPICS WHICH COULD BE USED AS QUESTION 1 

SEE IF YOU COULD LIST TWO FEATURES FOR EACH ONE! (WITH SUPPORTING EVIDENCE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bloody Sunday 1887 Whitechapel ‘rookeries’ 

‘Model’ dwellings ‘Sweated’ trades 

‘Unfortunates’ Workhouses 

Dr Thomas Barnardo Irish ‘navvies’ 

Fenians The Whitechapel Vigilance Committee 

The work of Charles Booth ‘Leather Apron’ 

The Illustrated Police News Anarchists 

The ‘Dear Boss’ letter, 1888 The ‘Double Event’, 1888 

The Bertillon System The Social Democratic Federation 

‘Penny Dreadfuls’ Local Watch committees 
 

GIVE YOURSELF 

5 MINUTES TO 

ANSWER THIS 

QUESTION 
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QUESTION 2A 
 

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into. . . (8 marks) 

 

To answer this question you will need to use the C O A T method! 

C O A T 

How COMPREHENSIVE is 

the content? 

Does the author leave out 

any information? If they 

do, was this to create a 

false impression? 

How OBJECTIVE is the 

content? 

Is the author biased?  

Does the source focus on 

one particular issue? Is 

the source strongly 

against a particular issue 

How ACCURATE is the 

content? 

Is there any deliberate 

factual errors? 

How TYPICAL is the 

content? 

Compare the source to 

what other sources might 

say about this event/issue, 

is it similar or different? 

***EXAM TIPS*** 
Make sure you evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of both sources!  

Your evaluation needs to link to the enquiry. Remember, no source is useful until you have an enquiry 

The reasons for why you think this sources are or aren’t useful needs to be clear 

What information is relevant? What does the source tell you?  

In addition to content, for the higher marks you need to talk about PROVENANCE & CONTEXT  

How does the provenance (nature, origin, purpose) of each source affect it’s usefulness? 

What do you know about this time period that is relevant to this source/enquiry>? 

 

PROVENANCE Where the source comes from, who made it and why—how does this affect the usefulness of the source? 

CONTEXT What was going on at the time— how does this affect the usefulness of the source? 

 

GIVE YOURSELF 

15 MINUTES TO 

ANSWER THIS 

QUESTION 
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PRACTISE 

SOURCE A 
From a report in the East London Advertiser newspa-

per, published 15 September 1888. The writer is com-

menting on Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir 

Charles Warren’s decision to bring in soldiers to help 

police Whitechapel 

How useful are Sources A and B for an enquiry into the methods used in the police hunt for the 
Whitechapel murderer in 1888? (8 marks) 

 

Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your own knowledge of the historical context  

The double stupidity of weakening his  

detective force and strengthening his  

ordinary police force from reserves and 

the military destroys two safeguards of a 

community. It deprives it of a specially 

trained force of men with brain power  

specially adapted for detective work and 

it takes away the old community constable, 

to be replaced by a man with a few years’ 

military service, but with not other  

qualification for serving the public. 

Nothing has indeed been more  

characteristic of the hunt for the  

Whitechapel murderer than the lack of  

local knowledge displayed by the police. 

They seem to know little of the dark  

alleyways of the neighbourhood and still 

less of the bad characters who swarm 

through the 

SOURCE B 
A sketch for the East London Observer, 13th October 1888, on the training of 

bloodhounds. The paper was a penny dreadful illustrated paper 

SOURCE c 
A sketch showing residents of the Whitechapel workhouse at Christmas 

1874. 

The Whitechapel Union is a model workhouse that 

is to say, it is the very purpose of the Poor Law 

made into stone and brick.  The men are not al-

lowed to smoke in it, the young women never taste 

tea, and the old ones may not have a cup during 

the long afternoons, only at half past six morn-

ing and night, when they also receive a small 

hunch of bread with butter scraped over the sur-

face, which is so dear to their hearts as well as 

their stomachs.  The young people never go out, 

never see a visitor, and the old ones only get 

one holiday in the month.  Then the aged poor 

people may be seen skipping like lambs outside 

the doors of this prison, while they jabber to 

their friends and relations.  A little gruel 

morning and night, meat twice a week, that is the 

food of the grown up people, seasoned with hard 

work and prison discipline.  What shall we say of 

the women, or man, hurt by misfortune, who must 

come there to die in the street?  Why should old 

people be punished for their existence? 

SOURCE c 
From the novel Captain Lobe by Margret Harkness, published in 1889.  It fea-

tured the new Whitechapel workhouse in South Grove. 

How useful are Sources A and B for an en-
quiry into the Whitechapel Workhouses?  

(8 marks) 
 

Explain your answer, using Sources A and B and your 
own knowledge of the historical context  
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QUESTION 2B 
 

How could you follow up Source. . . to find out more about. . . (4 marks) 

 
You are given a table to complete you answer to this question—each part is worth a mark: 

 
DETAIL IN SOURCE B THAT I WOULD FOLLOW UP 

 

QUESTION I WOULD ASK 

 

WHAT TYPE OF SOURCE I COULD USE 

 

HOW THIS MIGHT HELP ANSWER MY QUESTION 

 

You want to keep your answer brief, what matters is that each of the four parts link! You don’t want to pick a detail to 
follow up, but then cannot think of a question or type of source that would help you follow it up 

 

GIVE YOURSELF 

5 MINUTES TO 

ANSWER THIS 

QUESTION 

SOURCE a 
From a report in the East London Advertiser newspa-

per, published 15 September 1888. The writer is com-

menting on Metropolitan Police Commissioner, Sir 

Charles Warren’s decision to bring in soldiers to help 

police Whitechapel 

The double stupidity of weakening his  

detective force and strengthening his  

ordinary police force from reserves and 

the military destroys two safeguards of a 

community. It deprives it of a specially 

trained force of men with brain power  

specially adapted for detective work and 

it takes away the old community constable, 

to be replaced by a man with a few years’ 

military service, but with not other  

qualification for serving the public. 

Nothing has indeed been more  

characteristic of the hunt for the  

Whitechapel murderer than the lack of  

local knowledge displayed by the police. 

They seem to know little of the dark  

alleyways of the neighbourhood and still 

less of the bad characters who swarm 

through them 

***EXAMPLE*** 
HOW COULD YOU FOLLOW UP SOURCE A TO FIND 

OUT MORE ABOUT THE METHODS USED IN POLICE 

HUNT FOR THE WHITECHAPEL MURDERER IN 

1888? (4 MARKS) 

DETAIL IN SOURCE B THAT I WOULD FOLLOW UP 

The local police were replaced by men with a few years’ military service, but with no 
local experience 
 
QUESTION I WOULD ASK 

What proportion of the men assigned to the Ripper investigation had strong 
knowledge of the local community? 
 

WHAT TYPE OF SOURCE I COULD USE 

Metropolitan Police records stored by Scotland Yard, showing the reports of, and 
beats patrolled by, H division officers, and the service history of the officers 
 

HOW THIS MIGHT HELP ANSWER MY QUESTION 

If the most of the reports of daily activity, particularly beat reports, were from long-
serving men in H Division this would show that the investigation was being carried out 
by men with local knowledge, but if many reports were from men recently recruited 
from the army, it would show up the weakness suggested in Source A. 

 
Go back to page 2 

for help on the 

different types of 

sources you might 

use 
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PRACTISE 
SOURCE A 

An artist’s impression of a scene in the Whitechapel district of London in 1888. It was printed 

in the Penny Illustrated Paper, a cheap weekly newspaper. The police constable is from H 

Division. The building behind him is a police station 

How could you follow up Source A to find out more about 

the effectiveness of the police in Whitechapel in 1888?  

(4 marks) 

 

Detail in Source that I would follow up 
 
Question I would ask 
 
What type of source I could use 
 
How this might help answer my question 

‘Savage Attack Upon A Policeman’ 
John Harris, Jane Reynolds and Alfred 

Lindsey were charged in committing a 

murderous assault on Dennis Mortimer, a 

police constable.  Constable Mortimer 

heard loud cried of ‘Stop him!’ and as 

he tackled Harris, a mob of young  

ruffians collected around him and  

commenced pelting him with stones and 

hitting him with sticks.  Mortimer made 

strenuous efforts to protect himself, 

but on drawing his truncheon, according 

to a witness, the female, Reynolds 

wrenched it from his hand and struck 

him on the side of the head with it, 

and another girl also hit him about his 

head.  The prisoner and his gang made 

their escape, leaving the constable  

unconscious. 

SOURCE B 
A story published in The Illustrated Police News, 2nd June 1883, about a gang 

How could you follow up Source B to find out 

more about the attack on PC Dennis Mortimer?  

(4 marks) 

 
Detail in Source that I would follow up 
 
Question I would ask 
 
What type of source I could use 
 
How this might help answer my question 

SOURCE C 
A drawing in the Illustrated Police News, published in October 6th 1888. It 
shows the discovery of prostitute, Catherine Eddowes, at night, on Mitre 

Square in Whitechapel 

How could you follow up Source B to find out 

more about the death of Catherine Eddowes?  

(4 marks) 

 
Detail in Source that I would follow up 
 
Question I would ask 
 
What type of source I could use 
 
How this might help answer my question 
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GLOSSARY 

Proof that an accused person was in some other place at the time a crime was  
committed 
A political movement that opposes all forms of organised government 

A house where one or more prostitutes work 

Someone who believes individuals should be free to own property and business and 
make a profit 
Extravagant, richly decorated gas-lit shop selling gin across a counter. Gin was 
cheaply available, potent alcohol, popular with the poor. The light and splendour made 
a stark contrast with the dark, dirty streets 
In Victorian times this term was used to describe people with serious psychological 
disorders 
The Victorian term for a psychiatric hospital 

An individual’s account of his or her life. It may be based on diaries and other  
records, or on memory 
A place where the drug opium was sold and smoked. Despite the name, the places 
could vary in appearance from an elegant bar room to a dark cellar 
A Russian word describing a government-supported attack on Jews 

The system of giving benefits to the poor 

A detailed examination of a person’s body to try and discover the cause of death 

A person who offers sexual activity in return for money 

Conditions associated with public health, such as running water and sewerage systems 

Someone who believes that poor people would get a better deal if the government 
nationalised (took over) important industries and services and ran them for the good 
of all – not for profit 
A group of local policemen or law professionals set up to monitor the work of police 
forces 
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NEED SOME HELP WITH THOSE 20 TOPICS  

BLOODY SUNDAY 1887 The Met Police attempted to stop a  

demonstration in Trafalgar Square. It became 

violent and 400 people were arrested with 75 

injuries.  

The protest was about unemployment policy 

and took place despite public demonstrations 

being banned just a few days before.  

‘MODEL’ DWELLINGS In 1875, the governments started to clear 

slums and replace them with much better  

quality housing.  

The Peabody estate was 286 new flats which 

were rented out at affordable rates of 15p 

for a one room flat.  

‘UNFORTUNATES’ The polite term for ‘prostitutes’. Prostitution 

was not illegal but was seen as a social problem 

for the police to manage 

Their problems, such as dangerous backstreet 

abortions, were ignored as there was little 

understanding that the alternative was  

starvation.  

DR THOMAS BARNARDO A Whitechapel doctor who supported local 

children.  

In 1870, he opened an orphanage for boys and 

later one for girls. By 1905, there were nearly 

100 Barnado’s homes nationally.  

FENIANS An Irish Catholic terrorist group demanding 

freedom for Ireland from rule by the UK.  

Violence amongst them was common and they 

were not well liked.  

THE WORK OF CHARLES 

BOOTH 

Booth conducted a social survey into poverty 

in London called Life and Labour of the people 

of London.  

His work helped people understand why  

poverty existed in London.  

THE ‘DEAR BOSS’ LETTER, 

1888 

A letter written in September 1888 claiming to 

be from Jack the Ripper received by the 

police. It detailed the crimes and was signed 

‘Jack the Ripper’.  

The letter was widely publicised in the press as 

the police hoped someone would recognise the 

handwriting.  

THE BERTILLON SYSTEM A combination of physical measurements,  

photographs and record keeping to identify 

repeat criminals.  

The failure to catch the Ripper led to the use 

of this system, although the physical measure-

ments were gradually replaced by fingerprints.  

‘PENNY DREADFULS’ Similar to modern tabloid newspapers which 

sensationalized the news, especially the Jack 

the Ripper killings.  

Often inflamed incidents of harassment and 

violence of immigrant groups.  

WHITECHAPEL 

‘ROOKERIES’ 

A word for slum housing full of dirt, disease 

and crime.  

There were 30,709 people living in Whitechap-

el with only 4000 houses so it was very  

overcrowded.  

‘SWEATED’ TRADES Work taking place in small, dusty ‘sweatshops’ 

with low wages and up to 20 hours a day.  

These were trades such as tailoring, shoe mak-

ing and making matches.  

WORKHOUSES These were set up in the early 1800s as part 

of poor relief for those who were too poor 

to survive without help, such as old, disabled, 

sick, orphans.  

Conditions were deliberately bad to make 

workhouses a last resort so inmates wore uni-

form and families were split up.  

IRISH ‘NAVVIES’ Part of Irish immigration from 1840 who made 

their living as ‘navigators’ and did labouring 

jobs on canals, roads and railways.  

A Met Police Special Branch was set up to 

counter Irish terrorism.  
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THE WHITECHAPEL  

VIGILANCE COMMITTEE 

A group of businessman were annoyed at the 

failure to catch Jack the Ripper so organised 

their own reward system for information.  

They also took to the streets armed with 

burning planks and whistles making lots of 

noise to try and catch the Ripper.  

‘LEATHER APRON’ A newspaper suggested ‘Leather Apron’ was 

the Ripper and police investigated.  

He turned out to be John Pizer who had 

strong alibis for when two victims were  

murdered.  

ANARCHISTS Anarchists thought the solution to social  

problems was to overthrow the government so 

they were seen as terrorists.  

Many people with Eastern European accents or 

names were seen as potential anarchists  

THE ‘DOUBLE EVENT’, 1888 The murders of Elizabeth Stride and Catherine 

Eddowes on 30th September.  

Led to greater criticism of the police by the 

press and public and thousands of people 

turned out to observe the post mortems.  

THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 

FEDERATION 

The first ‘socialist’ party founded in 1881 to 

represent agricultural and industrial labourers 

and women.  

The leadership wanted a revolution to bring 

down the existing system which meant they 

were opposed to the government.  

LOCAL WATCH COMMIT-

TEES 

A group of local politicians who ran police 

forces outside of London after a law set them 

up in 1865.  

In London the police reported directly to the 

government Home Secretary.  

These can also 

be used to add 

your own 

knowledge to 

Question 2 


