
YEAR 8 RELIGIOUS STUDIES- SACRED TEXT 

Please try and complete all the activities. If you do not have online access, complete the not online activities. If you do have online 

access complete both sets of work. Thank you 😊 you can email me at any time at lbeng@staldhelms-academy.co.uk These lessons 
are planned to revise the religions you have already learnt about.  

ONLINE 
WEEK 3 4th May 2020 
Look at the following web page and read the material.  
https://www.learnreligions.com/tripitaka-tipitaka-449696 
Create an overview of the Tripitaka write 5 bullet points of what it contains and how it came about.  Why not make it into a ppt and have 

a slide for each idea. Be sure to use images alongside the text. 
 

WEEK 4 11th May 2020 
Watch the following clips and complete the activities. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ABkhC-QHG34 
Create an overview of the Quran, write 5 bullet points and illustrate these about how Muslims use it and why? Why not make it into a 
ppt and have a slide for each idea. Be sure to use images alongside the text. 
 
NOT ONLINE 
WEEK 3  4th May 2020 

The Tripitaka 

The Tripitaka is considered to be a record of the words of the Buddha. The Pali canon was written down in the first century CE. The Tripitaka contains 
the following sections: 

• Vinaya Pitaka – this contains the rules telling monks and nuns how to behave with each other, and within society. A summary of the rules is 
chanted on a regular basis to remind them of their responsibilities. 

• The Sutta Pitaka - contains the Buddha's teachings recorded mainly as sermons delivered in historical settings. It includes the Dhammapada. 
The Dhammapada means 'the path or verses of truth' and is the best known of all the Buddhist scriptures in the West. It also includes the 
Metta Sutta, a scripture in which the Buddha describes how an individual can live a life of loving-kindness. 

• Abhidhamma Pitaka – this section is the most complex and it contains teaching about the nature of life and the reasons for being. 
Some Buddhists from Tibet, China, Mongolia and Nepal also read the Mahayana sutras. These are scriptures written several centuries after the the 
time of the Buddha, in Sanskrit language. Mahayana scriptures are often longer than the early scriptures and some contain colourful imagery and 
stories as well as teachings on Buddhist philosophy. Mahayana Buddhists believe these texts contain genuine teachings of the Buddha and include 
them in the Tripitaka. This means that Theravada Buddhists and Mahayana Buddhists have different views on what scriptures belong in the Tripitaka. 

Write 5 bullet points about the Tripitaka.  
Answer the following: Why do Mahayana and Theravada Buddhists have different views on the Tripitaka?   
 
WEEK 4 11th May 2020 
For Muslims, the Qur'an is the word of God. Both Sunni and Shi'ah traditions regard it as the one and only source of authority, though they may look 

to other works or teachers for guidance on its interpretation. The Qur'an is a highly respected book and Muslims usually perform wudu, a ritual 

washing of the face, hands and feet before reading it, and keep it wrapped in cloth when it is not being used. 

The 114 chapters or Surahs of the Qur'an are divided into 30 parts, which makes it feasible for a Muslim to complete a reading of the whole Qur'an in 

a month. They often recite one part each day, especially during the month of Ramadan. Many Muslims learn parts of the Qur'an by heart. A person 

who has memorised and can recite the entire Qur'an is known as a Hafiz. Muslims regard the Qur'an as a source of guidance, as well as being a 

source for knowledge about their faith and traditions. 

Write 5 bullet points about the Quran.  
Answer the following : What do Muslims do before reading the Quran and why?   
 
Written Task FOR ALL STUDENTS 
Now you have completed the activities above compare and contrast the two sacred 
texts. Create a venn diagram to show the similarities and differences. Write the 
similarities in the middle (where the circles over lap) and the differences in the outside 
circles.  STRETCH: After you have completed your venn diagram have a go at answering 
the following question. Explain the similarities and differences between the Tripitaka and 
the Quran.  
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