
YEAR 10 RELIGIOUS STUDIES – Week 3 and 4 
Please try and complete all the activities. If you do not have online access, complete the not online activities. If you do 

have online access complete both sets of work. Thank you 😊 you can email me at any time at lbeng@staldhelms-
academy.co.uk  

 
ONLINE  
WEEK 3 -  4th May 2020 - Abortion 

Watch the clip and answer the questions on GCSE POD: https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
Watch the following you tube film and complete the chart below.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hv41TzJR49g WARNING: Contains adult themes 

Right   Wrong 
 

 
I have also added some work for you on Seneca, here is the link below.   
https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/g1bol6200x 

• Do you think abortion is right or wrong?  

• Why do you think this way?  
Email me your answers to these questions.  

 
WEEK 4 -  11th May 2020 -  Euthanasia 

I have added some exam questions and quiz questions onto GCSE Pod. https://www.gcsepod.com/ 
Watch the following you tube film and complete the questions.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BozCApJNkT0 WARNING: Contains adult themes 

• Do you think euthanasia is right or wrong?  

• Why do you think this way?  
Email me your answers to these questions.  

 
I have also added some work for you on Seneca, here is the link below.   

https://app.senecalearning.com/dashboard/join-class/g1bol6200x 
 
NOT ONLINE 

You can email these answers to me directly, or write these down on paper. If you would like to you can take a picture of 
the work you have done and email me the photo of it you can do that too.  My direct email is lbeng@staldhelms-
academy.co.uk 

 
WEEK 3 -  4th May 2020 – Abortion An abortion is the medical process of ending a pregnancy so it doesn't result in the birth 

of a baby. 
 
a. Read the folowing and then Create a mindmap about the alternatives to 

abortion.  
To avoid an unwanted pregnancy, the following options can also be considered: 
Contraception - education about contraception for any sexually active individual 

helps them to take responsibility and avoid an unwanted pregnancy. 
Contraceptive advice is freely available from family doctors and family planning 

clinics. 
Avoiding sexual activity - avoiding sexual activity until the person is ready for 
parenthood is thought by some to be effective, particularly if there are issues 

with using contraception. Some people, and many Christians, wait for marriage 
before beginning a sexual relationship. 

When a pregnancy is unwanted, the following options can be considered: 
Adoption - an individual or a couple become a child's legal parent(s) after its birth. The adopted child usually takes on the 
surname of the adoptive parent(s) and they also inherit from them. The child's birth parents no longer have any rights or 
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responsibilities towards the child. Adoption is usually the preferred option if the child's birth parents are not able to look 

after the child. 
Practical support to keep the baby - some organisations provide new mothers with financial support for housing and to 
buy baby clothes and food. This is to encourage the mothers to have the child rather than to have an abortion. This might 

mean that the child can be brought up by its birth mother. 
Counselling - this can support an individual faced with an unexpected pregnancy in coming to terms with the situation, 

and thinking through the options calmly before making a decision. Counselling may be available for the wider family as 
well. 
 

b. Read the following and create a chart like this to summarise the points. Make sure you re write the points into your own 
words.  
Right   Wrong 

 

FOR ABORTION  ( Abortion is right)  

• A woman has the right to choose whether or not she wants to have the baby. It is her body. 

• In the case of rape, it would be lacking in compassion to deny a woman the right to an abortion. 

• The woman might be too young, or have work or family commitments which make bringing up a child difficult or 
impossible for her. 

• The pregnant woman's health and welfare are more important than that of the embryo or fetus. 

• The pregnant woman's life is more important than that of the embryo or fetus. 

• The embryo or fetus does not have the same rights as the mother. 

• The quality of life of the unborn child or the woman's existing children could be adversely affected by the birth. 

• Stopping legal abortions would mean a return to 'back street' abortions, causing a great deal of suffering to the 
health and wellbeing of the woman. Abortion could therefore be the lesser of two evils 

AGAINST ABORTION (Abortion is wrong)  

• Roman Catholics believe that life begins at conception. Some Protestants believe that life begins after the first 14 
days. The embryo is a living human being from this point, and so an abortion would be murder. 

• Every human being, including an embryo or fetus, has the right to live and to reach their potential. 

• There are alternatives to abortion, eg adoption. 

• The unborn child is denied choice. 

• Abortion destroys human life and makes life appear cheap and disposable. This affects the quality and value of 
life. 

• People born with disabilities can live full and happy lives. 

 

WEEK 4 -  11th May 2020 – Euthanasia 

Euthanasia means 'gentle and easy death'. The term is used to describe the deliberate ending of a person's life for 
compassionate reasons because they are suffering, eg from a painful or incurable disease. 

a. Read the following definitions below and create either a mindmap or key word cards for them.  
• Active euthanasia - something is done to a person to make them die 
more quickly, eg giving drugs with the intention of bringing about death. 
• Passive euthanasia - any form of treatment that might extend a person's 
life is withdrawn, eg a life support machine is turned off, or a feeding tube is 
removed. This is legally allowed in the UK, and so would not be called 
euthanasia. 
• Voluntary euthanasia - a person asks for their own life to be ended. 
• Non-voluntary euthanasia - a person cannot make a decision about 
euthanasia or cannot make their wishes known and someone else, eg a 
doctor or a family member, decides that it would be in the person's best 
interest if their life was ended. For example, if the person is in a coma. 
• Involuntary euthanasia - a person wants to live, but someone else, eg a 
doctor or a family member, decides that it would be in the person's best 
interest if their life was ended. For example, if a person has had an accident 
that will lead to imminent and painful death, a decision might be made to 
end their life even if the person wanted to live. 



• Assisted suicide - deliberately assisting or encouraging another person to end their own life. 
 

b. Read the following and create a chart like this to summarise the points. Make sure you re write the points into your own 
words.  

Right   Wrong 

ARGUMENTS FOR EUTHANASIA  (euthanasia is right)  

• Human beings should have the right to be able to decide when and how they die (self-determination). 
• Euthanasia enables a person to die with dignity and in control of their situation. 
• Death is a private matter and the state should not interfere with the individual's right to die. 
• It is expensive to keep people alive when there is no cure for their illness. Euthanasia would release precious 

resources to treat people who could live. 
• Family and friends would be spared the pain of seeing their loved one suffer a long-drawn-out death. 
• Society permits animals to be put down as an act of kindness when they are suffering; the same treatment should 

be available to humans. 

ARGUMENTS AGAINST EUTHANASIA (euthanasia is wrong)  

• euthanasia would weaken society's respect for the value and importance of human life 
• proper palliative care is available which reduces or removes the need for people to be in pain 
• it would lead to worse care for the terminally ill 
• it would put too much power in the hands of doctors, and damage the trust between patient and doctor 
• some people may feel pressured to request euthanasia by family, friends or doctors, when it isn't what they really 

want 
• it would undermine the commitment of doctors and nurses to save lives 
• it would discourage the search for new cures and treatments for the terminally ill  
• some people unexpectedly recover 
• some people may change their mind about euthanasia and be unable to tell anyone 
• voluntary euthanasia could be the first step on a slippery slope that leads to involuntary euthanasia, where those 

who are undesirable or seen as a problem could be killed 

Now you have completed the above activities have a go at the following questions: 

Which one of the following means that human life is precious and sacred? [1 mark] 

A Quality of life 

B Meaning of life 

C Length of life 

D Sanctity of life 

 

STRETCH 

Explain how the principle of the sanctity of life applies to Abortion. 

Explain how the principle of quality of life applies to Euthanasia.  

Remember you can email me your answers directly on lbeng@staldhelms-academy.co.uk 
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