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Key words2

Warmer1

Match the key words with the definitions. Then find them in the article to read them in context. 

1. people who live in a specific area and are allowed to vote in that area’s elections 
_________________________

2. a document describing someone’s aims and principles _________________________

3. the king or queen and their family in a particular country _________________________

4. dishonest or illegal behaviour by officials or people in positions of power, especially when they accept money in 
exchange for doing things for someone _________________________

5. the person who had a job or official position before someone else _________________________

6. the people competing in an election _________________________

7. a period of time during which a politician or other official holds their job _________________________

8. the period of time during which someone has an important job or is an elected official 
_________________________

9. a disagreement, especially about a public policy that people have strong feelings about 
_________________________

10. the fact of being allowed by laws or rules to do something _________________________

1. Answer the question.

A mayor is …

a. a person who owns most of the houses in a village. 

b. someone whose rank in the army is just below a general.

c. the most important elected official in a town or city.

2. Finish the sentences.

A mayor should be …

Their responsibilities include …

Our local mayor is …

 
eligibility candidates predecessor controversy corruption
monarchy charter tenure term constituents
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‘He’d like to see peace on Earth’:  
how a dog became mayor of a 
California town
Idyllwild’s highest-ranking official may not have 
political power, but he has the tiny town’s heart 
in his paws
Matthew Cantor 
5 June, 2019

1 The mayor of Idyllwild, California, was “born into 
public service”, according to his top aide. He took 
office at just 11 weeks old and spends nearly 
every day engaging with his constituents and 
spreading his hopes for world peace. He does it 
largely in the nude, though he wears a tie and an 
array of hats.

2 Mayor Maximus Mighty-Dog Mueller II, age six, is 
a golden retriever on a mission: “In his heart, he 
would like to see peace on Earth in his lifetime,” 
said his chief of staff and human companion, 
Phyllis Mueller.

3 When reached by the Guardian, the mayor was 
playing outside. He accepted the call but had little 
to say on the phone. Mueller, however, relayed 
his charter: “to make the world a better place by 
conveying unconditional love and doing as many 
good deeds for others as possible.”

4 It’s not an easy job. “We come out into the public 
every day, including in bad weather, snow and 
rain,” in an effort to spread happiness, Mueller 
said. Residents meet the mayor and take photos. 
He also helps to promote local businesses and 
charities; participates in town events, such as a 
popular Fourth of July parade; and visits homes, 
schools and retirement communities in the tiny, 
community-orientated town.

5 How does a dog become mayor? Max II 
benefited from his bloodline, prompting some to 
liken his job to a monarchy. As with the British 
royals, he has no real political power – the 
unincorporated town is officially run by its county. 
And, like the royals, Mayor Max has his job for 
life. Some might fear corruption, but his lifetime 
appointment came at the request of the town  
he leads.

6 The mayor’s predecessor, Max I, was elected in a 
fundraiser whose proceeds benefitted an animal 
rescue charity in Idyllwild, nestled in southern 
California’s San Bernardino National Forest. 

The candidates were all pets, but Mueller’s hard 
campaigning and generous donation led to Max’s 
victory (aiming for fairness, she also donated to 
all the other candidates).

7 Max I died puppyless during his second term 
in office. That prompted Mueller to launch an 
international search for his relatives. She found 
Max II close to home, in the same county in 
California, where, when Mueller first met him, 
he crossed his forelegs and struck a pose. It 
was clear he was perfect for the job, and he was 
“grandfathered in”, Mueller said.

8 Mueller also discovered Max I had relatives in 
Ohio – Mikey and Mitzi are now deputy mayors 
who work security for Max II, who finished Max I’s 
term before being named mayor-for-life in 2014.

9 Max’s tenure has largely been free of 
controversy, though he did survive what has been 
called an assassination attempt: a dog off the 
lead at one event went for the mayor’s neck.

10 “It made my dog very afraid of other dogs for 
about a year,” Mueller said. “But he’s almost 100% 
over it,” and the deputy mayors offer an additional 
layer of protection by barking at any threat.

11 Security is important, given that the mayor’s 
work goes beyond the bounds of Idyllwild – 
which, Mueller said, is so relaxed that people 
do their shopping in their pyjamas. Max and his 
predecessor have travelled all over the country 
meeting humans, including fellow mayors.

12 Mayor Max’s popularity has led to queries as 
to his eligibility for higher office. Though the 
constitution does not specifically ban dogs from 
running for president, candidates must be at least 
35 years old, posing a challenge for any canine 
bid. A number of other animals have assumed 
public office in the US, including Duke the dog, 
who was a mayor in Minnesota; Stubbs the cat, 
former honorary mayor of Talkeetna, Alaska; 
and a series of hard-drinking goat leaders in 
Lajitas, Texas. None has yet mounted a serious 
presidential campaign.

13 As for his political party, “I always say he’s 
independent,” Mueller said. “He loves everybody 
unconditionally, and that’s why I think he’s so  
well loved.”

© Guardian News and Media 2019
First published in The Guardian, 05/06/19
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Collocations 4

Comprehension check3
Answer the questions using information from the article.

1. Where is Idyllwild?

2. What type of place is it?

3. What is its legal status?

4. What is the mayor’s full name, age and breed?

5. How did Idyllwild’s first dog mayor get the position?

6. How did the current mayor of Idyllwild get his job?

7. What responsibilities does Max II have?

8. Why is Max II likened to the British queen and her family?

a. Match the words to make collocations from the text. 

1. public     

2. top     

3. take     

4. unconditional    

5. good    

6. retirement    

7. generous    

8. assassination  

9. honorary    

10. presidential      

b. Find the collocations in the article to see how they are used in context. Then explain what they mean in 
your own words.

a. aide 

b. attempt

c. campaign 

d. communities 

e. deeds

f. donation

g. love

h. mayor 

i. office

j. service
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Read more about how Max II became mayor, as well as his oath and photographs of his public 
engagements via his website.
mayormax.com

Find out more about Idyllwild and its community via its local newspaper. 
www.towncrier.com

• What kind of animal would make a good mayor for your town or city? Give reasons for your answer.

• What sort of tasks could the animal do?

• What are the benefits for a community of having a pet as an honorary mayor or mascot? 

Discussion6

Idyllwild and its mayor7

Expressions5
a. Find the following expressions in the article.

1. not wearing any clothes (three words)

2. amongst normal people (three words)

3. put your body into a certain position in order to create a particular effect (three words)

4. without the long narrow piece of leather, chain etc that controls a dog (three words)

5. taking into account (two words)

6. outside the limits of (four words) 

7. make something difficult (three words)

8. take a job in which you serve the people (three words))

b. Use the expressions in sentences of your own to talk about both the article and other topics.

http://mayormax.com/
http://www.towncrier.com/
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KEY

1 Warmer

1. c

2 Key words

1. constituents
2. charter
3. monarchy
4. corruption
5. predecessor
6. candidates
7. term
8. tenure
9. controversy
10. eligibility 

3 Comprehension check

1. in Southern California’s San Bernardino  
National Forest

2. a small community-orientated town where the people 
are so relaxed that they go shopping in their pyjamas

3. It is an unincorporated town (one that does not have 
its own municipal government) run by its county. 

4. Maximus Mighty-Dog Mueller II; six years old; 
golden retriever

5. He was elected as part of an event that raised 
money for an animal rescue charity. His human 
companion’s large donation to the charity helped 
Max get elected.

6. After the first dog mayor died, while still in post and 
without any puppies, his owner started a worldwide 
search for his relatives. She found Max II in 
California and thought he was perfect for the job.

7. going out and meeting constituents; visiting homes, 
schools and retirement communities; taking part 
in the town’s Fourth of July parade; spreading 
unconditional love and doing good deeds; travelling 
all over the US meeting other mayors

8. because he wasn’t elected but rather got the job 
due to his bloodline and because he has no real 
political power 

4 Collocations

1. j – work or important positions in government,  
or in organizations controlled by  
the government

2. a – the person who helps someone most in  
their job

3.  i – start a job in public service
4. g – love without limits or conditions
5. e – good and helpful things that someone does
6. d – areas of housing where retired people live 

together in a social group
7. f – a large amount of money given to  

a charity
8. b – when someone tries to kill a public figure
9. h – someone who has been given the job of  

mayor but has no real tasks or work to do in  
that position

10. c – a series of things that a politician does to try  
to be elected as president

5 Expressions

a. 
1. in the nude
2. into the public
3. strike a pose
4. off the lead
5. given that
6. beyond the bounds of
7. pose a challenge
8. assume public office


