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Jon Webb 

As I complete my second term as Principal at St Aldhelm's Academy, it has been a pleasure to see 
how creative and enthusiastic our pupils have been in taking advantage of the opportunities 
available to them. As I write, a number of our students who study Spanish are enjoying their 
week's trip to Madrid, which I have no doubt will support them in improving their accents but 
also provide them with life lasting memories to look back on with fondness. 

Our art exhibition was truly stunning. The quality of pupils' work this year is a real credit to them 
and their teachers and it was fantastic to see so many visitors pass through the doors to observe 
the GCSE  work that had been produced. 

There is also much thespian activity in the theatre as students prepare for their production, 'The 
Wizard of Oz'. What has been really pleasing to see is the sheer range of pupils, teachers, parents 
and staff who have become involved in this production. From the performing arts team who are 
directing what happens on stage, to the art team preparing the scenery and the hair and beauty 
department practising during the enrichment period all of the make up changes that need to take 
place. It is a real team effort and I am looking forward to seeing the final performance! Pupils, 
rightly can be very proud of themselves as can parents who have been instrumental in the     
making of the costumes! 

Sadly, we also have some goodbyes to say to members of staff who are moving on to pastures 
new, as Mr Core, Mr M'Bung, Mrs Jones, Miss Ball and Mrs Ratcliffe leave us from the end of 
term. A very big thank you to them all for their commitment and hard work in bringing the    
academy to the point that it has reached today. We also wish Mrs Hanwell the very best as she 
takes the Autumn and Spring term off for her maternity leave, I know her year group are going to 
miss her but Mr Lambert will be manning the ship in her absence. 

We also had to say goodbye to our lovely Year 11 pupils who held their prom at the Harbour 
Heights Hotel on another beautiful summer's evening. To watch them develop over the last two 
years has been a real pleasure and I look forward to seeing their results in August! 

And finally, I would like to say a big thank you to all of our parents who have supported us this 
year in helping your children achieve the very best for themselves both personally and             
academically. I wish you a relaxing summer break and I look forward to welcoming all of our   
pupils back when the academy reopens on Wednesday 6th September at 8.40 am. 

 

 

 

Stay up to date with Academy news and events 

Request to join our group. Search for St Aldhelm’s 

Academy, Poole — Official Page 

Follow us on Twitter @staldhelms 



P A G E  2  

We welcomed our new 
Year 7 cohort to St      
Aldhelm’s on transition 
day. Students from a    
variety of primary 
schools joined us on   
Friday, July 7 so they 
could get to know their 
new secondary school. 
They took part in 5    
sessions - catering, art, 
PE, science and            
technology.  

The day finished with an 
assembly so everyone 

Transition Day Fun 

Amazing Artwork Wows Visitors 

N E W S  F R O M  S T  A L D H E L M ’ S  

Well done to all the Year 7 
students who rose to the 
challenge of building a 
Motte and Bailey castle 
over the Easter holidays. 
As well as traditional     
models, there was an edible 
cake castle, a virtual    
Minecraft castle, a 2D   
drawing and a Lego version. 
Vice Principal Mrs Yarrow 
had a tough time judging 
the contest but the winners 
were: 
Most accurate castle - 1st 
Gabor Szilagy, 2nd Aimee 
Jones and 3rd Tia Hancock. 
Most creative use of re-
sources - 1st Georgia Har-
vey and Polly Kirk, 2nd 
Blake Fletcher and 3rd Toby 
Duncan.  
Well done to all the        
entrants. 

Year 7s do battle 

in castle contest 

The efforts of our artistic         
students were celebrated with a 
3-day art exhibition. 

The exhibition featured all the 
GCSE pieces created by our     
talented students. 

Their families were invited along 
to a private view event to see 
their work on display. The        
exhibition also impressed visitors 
during our Year 5 open evening.  

Did you know? 
Our next open 

evening is      
Thursday,          

September 28, 
5.30 - 7.30pm. 

If you know      
anyone whose 
child will start 

secondary school 
in September 

2018, tell them to 
come along! 

could reflect on the day. The 
students were awarded with 
certificates and left at the end 
of the day high fiving their 
head of year and each other. 



Wizard of Oz leaves audience spellbound  
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Sporting Success wins Curie the Cup!  
Congratulations Curie House 

who won both the Sports Day 
challenge and the House       
Challenge Cup this year. 

The result was announced in 
assembly,  much to the delight 
of Head of House Mr Halfhide. 
Sports day was held over the 

course of a week this year and 
included a Y Ball tournament 
and track and field activities. 

There was some great            
competitive spirit and          

teamwork on display and        
everyone seemed to enjoy   

themselves. Well done to all 
those who took part. 

 
Visit our website 
www.staldhelms
academy.co.uk 
for a full gallery 

of photos 

Two magical performances of the Wiz-
ard of Oz ensured we ended the        
academic year in show-stopping style.  
The show was one of the most           
ambitious performed at SAA for years 
and shows just how far we have come 
as an academy. 
More than 30 talented students from 

years 7-10 were in the cast and even 
more helped backstage with props, 
make-up and lighting. It was a real team 
effort under the guidance of Mrs King, 
Mrs Coyne and Mrs Hanwell. 
Auditions started seven months ago in 
January and students have worked so 
hard to make the show a success, even 

coming in on an Inset day to rehearse. 
We would like to thank everyone who 
took part in the show and all those who 
came to watch. Special thanks must go 
to sound engineer Ian Hick and also to 
Kim Kirk and Sue Frost who, with their      
sewing group, made countless            
costumes for us.  



 

Photos from the Year 11 Prom 

Staff Changes 
We say goodbye to the following staff this term: 
Miss A Ball, Mrs M Jones, Mrs A Ratcliffe, Mr A Core 
and Mr T Mbung. Mrs Hanwell will also miss the start of 
the academic year as 
she will be on maternity 
leave.  
We wish them all the 
best for the future. 

Joining us in September 
are: 
Mr J Hart (Maths) 
Miss J Hill (Science) 
and Mr A Nightingale 
(History)  
We look forward to  
welcoming them to St 
Aldhelm’s.   

NCS Adventure Awaits 
Eleven St Aldhelm’s students will be spending some of their 
summer participating in the NCS programme. 

Year 11s Craig Gibbons, Quinn Gibbons, Mitchell Bwye, 
Robert Ferneyhough, Chloe Knight, Alexandria Kerr, Amy 
White, Jacob Bland, George Pearce, Luke Rayner and    
Bethany Bullock all decided to enrol on the 4 week course. 

The scheme offers students the chance to learn new skills, 
take part in some amazing activities and participate in a 
community project. 

We hope you all have a wonderful 
time! 

Following the stresses and 
strains of their GCSE exams, 

Year 11 students were able to 
let heir hair down in style at 

their prom. 
The prom was held at the 
Harbour Heights Hotel on 

Monday, June 26 and was a 
fantastic way to celebrate the 
end of their secondary school 

years. Everyone looked     
fabulous but special             

congratulations to Amy White 
and Aryan Uddin who were 

named Prom King and Queen. 



Term Dates 2017-18 
Monday 4.9.17 
Tuesday 5.9.17 

Inset Days 

Wednesday 6.9.17 First day back for students 

Friday 20.10.17 Break up for half term 

Monday 30.10.17 Inset Day 

Tuesday 31.10.17 First day back for students 

Friday 1.12.17 Inset Day 

Friday 15.12.17 Break up for Christmas holidays 

Tuesday 2.1.18 Inset Day 

Wednesday 3.1.18 First day back for students 

Friday 9.2.18 Break up for half term 

Monday 19.2.18 First day back for students 

Thursday 29.3.18 Break up for Easter holidays 

Monday 16.4.18 Inset Day 

Tuesday 17.4.18 First day back for students 

Monday 7.5.18 Bank holiday 

Friday 25.5.18 Break up for half term 

Monday 4.6.18 First day back for students 

Friday 6.7.18 Inset Day 

Wednesday 25.7.18 Break up for summer holidays 

Trips and Visits  
We’ve had loads of great trips and visits this term including: 

  Brecon Beacons 

  Madrid 

  Gunwharf Quays 

 Tank Museum 

  Sandyholme at Studland 

  Poole Lighthouse 

  Siemens 

  Bournemouth University 

  Harry Potter Studios 

 

Young Enterprise Helps Students Focus on 

the Future 

Year 10 students focused on their “employability” 
skills this term, with help from Young Enterprise. 
The four-week programme helped students write CVs, 
practice their interview techniques and learn about 
finance. 

Parents Evenings 2017-18 
Mon 11th Sept 2017 Yr 11 parents’ information 

presentation 

Thurs 14th Sept 2017 Yr 7 meet the tutor/settling in 
evening 

Thurs 5th Oct 2017 Yr 11 parents’ evening 

Thurs 19th Oct 2017 Yr 9 parents’ evening 

Thurs 2nd Nov 2017 Yr 10 parents’ evening 

Thurs 16th Nov 2017 Yr 8 parents’ evening 

Thurs 11th Jan 2018 Yr 11 parents’ evening 

Thurs 25th Jan 2018 Yr 7 parents’ evening 

Thurs 1st Feb 2018 Yr 9 parents’ evening 

Thurs 22nd Feb 2018 Yr 10 parents’ evening 

Thurs 15th Mar 2018 Yr 8 parents’ evening & options 
presentations  

Wed 28th Mar 2018 Yr 11 parents’ evening 

Wed 19th Apr 2018 Yr 8 options evening 

Thurs 26th Apr 2018 Yr 7 parents’ evening 


