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Opportunities. Education is full of them and St Aldhelms’ Academy is no different. The wealth of 
opportunities that have been offered this term is something I am very proud of whether it be the 
Year 9 girls who have participated in the Shine project or the Year 8 and 9 pupils who are         
currently completing their Jon Egging Trust project. At the younger end of the academy, our Year 
7 pupils thoroughly enjoyed the end to National Science week as they really did have an          
opportunity to get ‘hands on’ with the birds of prey and reptiles that they were introduced to, 
learning many fascinating things along the way. For pupils in Year 10 and 11, the benefits of being 
members of the Young Chamber has really supported the delivery of GCSE courses with visits 
from Chewton Glen, Lush and the opportunity for our boys studying Construction to regularly 
visit a construction site operated by Greendale. All our Year 10 students have been successful in 
acquiring a work experience placement this year and the academy has been strangely quieter in 
the run up to Easter as they have discovered what going out to work every day is like! It was 
great to hear that one of our students, Kathy White, has already been offered a job on a Saturday 
at her hairdresser’s  placement and in addition to this, an apprenticeship after she leaves Year 11 
so a very big well done to Kathy for achieving that – I am sure other job offers will continue to 
occur! I am also most grateful to the local company, SBS, for agreeing to sponsor us as members 
of the Young Chamber. 

One of our biggest opportunities to have been achieved this term I am very proud to announce in 
this newsletter. Following a presentation given by Mrs King and I at Poole Lighthouse, we have 
been selected to be one of only six schools who will be their ‘partner school’ for the next twelve 
months. Fourteen schools applied for this and we are already benefitting from our association 
with the Lighthouse to whom we are most grateful for allowing us to be their partner.              
Opportunities include free or substantially reduced tickets to performances at the Lighthouse, 
workshops with touring theatre groups and the opportunity to go backstage and see how        
everything works. For pupils who are studying their    drama GCSE, this will be   particularly      
beneficial and very much reflects the commitment we have to the performing arts at St Aldhelm’s 
Academy. I am also really looking forward to seeing the academy’s main production later in the 
summer term which will be ‘The Wizard of Oz’. Pupils have been practising all the time and     
making full use of the enrichment programme on a Wednesday to train for their roles – not least 
the pupils in Hair and Beauty who have been trialling the application of make up for characters 
such as the lion and the tin man! 

I have also been really pleased with the assembly programme this term. From recognising days 
linked with Martin Luther King to International Women’s day, we have really focussed on       
highlighting causes and people who we believe contribute to the values and beliefs we hold at St 
Aldhelm’s Academy. It was also fantastic to see the engagement of pupils in our most recent 
house challenge involving the playing of wheelchair rugby in Rossmore Leisure Centre. Brunel 
House won this competition, but all pupils really enjoyed the experience – it is certainly not a 
game for the faint hearted! 

Finally, I wish Year 11 pupils the very best as they make preparations for their GCSE exams next 
term. They and their teachers have worked hard and I know they will all be wanting to achieve 
their potential. Year 11 pupils have confirmed their post 16 courses now so all they will have to 
do is await the brown envelope containing their results in August to see if they can proceed with 
their course of choice!  

Have a peaceful and relaxing Easter break. 

 

Stay up to date with Academy news and events 

Request to join our group. Search for St Aldhelm’s 

Academy, Poole — Official Page 

Follow us on Twitter @staldhelms 
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KEY DATES IN 

THE SUMMER 

TERM 

Mon April 24  - 

First day back 

Mon May 1 -  

bank holiday 

Thurs May 4 -  Yr 

8 parents’ evening 

Mon May 29 - Fri 

June 2 - Half term 

Thurs June 29  - Yr 

5 open evening 

Fri July 7 -  INSET 

day 

Fri July 21 -  last 

day of term  

 

 

 

World Book Day fun 

Mayor praises “Amazing turnaround” 

Girl Power in force for International Women’s Day 

We held a special all-

girls assembly for     
International Women’s 

Day - and what an    
inspiring one it was! 

Miss Egan talked 

about her female 
role models, who 

include              
Emmeline       

Pankhurst, Harper 
Lee and her   

mother, and     

encouraged      

students to think about 
the women who inspire 

them and why. She also 

presented some     
shocking    statistics 

about the number of 
girls worldwide who 

don’t benefit from a 

proper  education and 
the gender pay gap. 

Students were  given 

pledge cards, stating 

ways in which they 
would ‘Be Bold For 

Change’ and work to 
improve 

women’s 

rights for 
future     
generations.. 

We’d like to thank the 
Poole branches of 
WHSmith and       
Waterstones for their 
support – thanks to them 
every child in Year 7 and 
8  received a book while 
those in Year 9, 10 and 
11 received a World 
Book Day voucher. 

World Book Day was a 
big success, with       
students taking part in a 
whole range of fun    
activities. 
Pupils were able to pick 
a mystery book from our 
‘Bookydip’ and invited to 
guess how many pages 
of his weighty book Mr 
Core had managed to 
read. 
Every lesson started 
with the teacher reading 
a section of Roald 
Dahl’s ‘The Landlady,’ 
with the story gradually 
revealing itself    
throughout the day. 

N E W S  F R O M  S T  A L D H E L M ’ S  

Twelve of our students       
competed in the Rotary      
Technology Challenge. 
There were three           
challenges for different age 
groups and they were    
competing against  students 
from  various other schools 
and colleges, including the 
grammar schools. 
All our students did        
brilliantly and we ended up 
winning the intermediate 
challenge! This is the       
second year running we 
have enjoyed success in this 
challenge. Well done all! 

Students triumph 

in Tech challenge 

The Mayor of Poole Cllr Xena 
Dion visited us and left          
impressed with what she’d 
seen. 
Principal Jon Webb took her on 
a full tour of the academy so 
she could see our calm,       
focused learning environment. 
Afterwards she said on Twitter: 
“Great to see amazing        

turnaround @Staldhelms in such a short time. Jon 
Webb and team creating place to really #Achieve.” 



Creatures in the classroom for British Science Week 
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Building good relationships with industry 

House Challenge is ‘wheelie’ good fun 

Year 7 students were joined in 
the classroom by birds of prey, 
reptiles and insects as we 
marked British Science Week 
2017. 
We welcomed Zoolab and      
Liberty’s Centre to the academy 
to host some special workshops 
for Year 7 students. 
Students were able to get up 
close and personal with a corn 
snake, a tarantula, a hermit crab, 
stick insect and a rat in the    
Zoolab session, while the        
Liberty’s workshop included two 
different breeds of owl, a        
peregrine falcon and a Harris 
hawk. 
It was a fantastic end to British 

Science Week, which also saw pu-
pils conduct fun experiments and 
quizzes.  

St Aldhelm’s students have been 
lucky enough to visit a major     
building site in Wareham, to see 
first-hand the career opportunities    
available within the construction 
industry. Greendale has kindly   
allowed students access to the  
Priory hotel site, so they can see 
how the 30-week building and   
refurbishment project is              

progressing. The £580,000 project 
will see the historic riverside hotel 
updated and transformed by spring 
2017. We’re really grateful to       
directors Andy Musselwhite and 
Maria Seabright, and site manager 
Pete Marks, for giving up their time 
to speak to our students and make 
the visits so successful.  

Students competed against each other in a       
wheelchair rugby tournament for our latest 
House Challenge. 
Members of the Poole-based Dorset         
Destroyers wheelchair rugby team gave up 
their time to give   students a rundown of the 
rules and regulations and oversee the      
tournament. 
The Dorset Destroyers make it look easy but         
students soon discovered it was anything 
but! Play was fast and furious and good 
teamwork was needed to ensure success. 
The Challenge was open to students in years 
7, 8 and 9 and the overall winners were    
Brunel House. However, Curie are still top of 
the House leaderboard – can anyone knock 
them off? 



Surya’s Story kicks off Fairtrade Fortnight 

  

Before Christmas, we 
sent a batch of     
surplus St Aldhelm's 
school bags to the 
SACCA                        
Ex-Streetchildren's 
Project in Rwanda. 
We were delighted to then receive this photo showing just 
how much the bags are appreciated.  
The SACCA Ex-Streetchildren's Project is supported by the 
Amakuru Trust and is made of many young people who 
lost their families or were made homeless as a result of the 
genocide.  

St Aldhelm’s rocked to a 

Bhangra beat when we 
hosted 2 performances of 

the celebrated play ‘Surya’s 
Story.’ 

Surya Arts’ Asian cast     

introduced students to the 
sights and sounds of India 

by performing Surya’s    
Story and then staging 

dance, drumming and   
banner-making workshops. 

Surya’s Story is a theatre-in

-education play written by our 
head of drama Sharon Coyne. It 

is about a young girl Surya, who 
sews pieces of leather to make       

footballs. Like many children in 

third world countries, what little 

she earns helps to feed her   
family. 

The play aims to help students 
understand the inequalities 

brought about by globalisation 

and the way in which some    

children are exploited. 

The performances at St 
Aldhelm’s coincided with 

the launch of Fairtrade 
Fortnight and proved a   

fantastic way to raise 

awareness of how we can 
all be more ethically      

responsible consumers. 
All students in Years 7 and 

9, along with the Year 10 
drama group watched the 

play and then chose a 

workshop to join. The days   
ended with students performing 

to their peers and coming     
together for a peaceful protest 

march through the school and 

playground. 

 

Surplus schoolbags put to 

good use 


